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Enclosure Nos» / 
With Dispatch No. / O/ Lf 


; a 
Havana, @ubust G , 1889, 


Cop Ye 


Havana,July 29th I889, 


Ramon 0, Williams, Esq: 


U.S.Consul General, 


Havanae 


Sir: 


We beg to hand you copy of a certificate we hold, 
\. \ 


of numerous fines imposed on the Steamers of the “New 


York and Cuba Mail S.S,Line”,arising from un-intentional 


errors and discrepancies in the manifests. 


We would at the same time,call your attention to the 
fact, that some of the fines refer to as far back as Octo- 
ber of 1887,and that we were not given the opportunity 
at the proper time to invéstigate,and if possible, explain 
such penalties, and that the first intimation we had, was 
a notification of the aradhoor Anatant, “+ copy of Which we 
also hand yen sinteehiee us bf thé existéncé of such 
fines. On the strength of application to the Custom 
House for the certificate above referred to,and éxplana- 


tion of the Pines, we obtained same on the 27th instant, 


y with a no#i fication of embargo,if we fail- 


+a to effect payment today, of the amount of ,g01.a$5165, 13 


Copy of the said netification is also herewith enclosed. 
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Enclosure No, / 
With Dispatch No. VALE 


| te 
Havana, fist G , 1889, 


Havana,July 29th I889, 


Ramon 0, Williams, Esq: 


U.S.Consul General, 
Havanae 

Sir: 

We beg to hand you copy of a certificate we hold, 
of numerous fines Trip osea on the Steamers of the “New 
York and Cuba Mail S, S.Line*, arising from un-intentional 
errors and discrepancies in the manifests, 

We would at the same time,call your attention to the 
fact,that some of the fines refer to as far back as Octo- 


ber of I1887,and that we were not given the opportunity 


at the proper time to invéstigate,and if possible, explain 


such penalties,and that the first intimation we had, was 


a notification of the 10th instant,<«-copy of which we 
also hand you,*—«informing us Of thé @xistéence of such 


fines. On the strength of application to the Custom 


House for the certificate above referred to,and éxplana- 


tion of the fines, we obtained same on the 27th instant, 


y with a notification of embargo,if we fail- 


ed to effect payment today,of the amount of ,go1d$5165, I3 


Copy of the said notification is also herewith enclosed. 


Forasmuch as we consider such fines arbitrary, we 
would request you to at once see that the interests of 
the owners of the said Lines are not prejudiced, 

We would further call your attention to the parti- 
cular case of fines being impased for packages in mani- 
fest of Havana cargo,which now and again, by mistake in 
New York,are stowed amongst Mexican cargo of steamers 
trading both cargoes,and which packages on final dis- 
charge of the steamers in Mexico,are found and returned 
so as to cover the Havana manifest. Although the deliv- 


ery of the package is a clear evidence that there is no 


fraud, but plain mistake only, the ©.Mouse declines to ad- 


mit it,and imposes the fines without any regard to this 
fair and just principle, 

If the practice is to be continued,we do not see 
how any American line of steamers can succeed in trading 
with the United States,Cuba and Mexico,as the New York 
and Cuba Mail S.S,.Co,does at present. ) 

We beg to remain, Dear Sir, 
Your most obedient servants, 


(Signed) Hidalgo and Co. 


Enclosure No, Z 

With Dispatch No. Sly 

Havana, August G . 1889, 

Copye 

Hidalgo and Co. - Havana,July 29th I889, 

Extracte 

Memorandum of fines imposed on American Steansre. 

Concerning the New York,Havana and Mexican S»S»Line 
_ Owners, Fe Alexandre and exe, Wee York. 

1887-— I888, -- sundry steamers: 

For packages carried on to Mexico, . 

do do returned from do, , ° 


do differences between Bills of lading and ~ 


° tI2ti.- 


$3, 234, 63 


Manifest. , 


Concerning New York, Cuba Mail S.5 CO, 
Owners, James HE, Ward and Co, 
I888-~ 1889, --Sunary Steamers, 
For one Carboy of.acid which broke and was thrown 
overboard,as per protest before the U.S, 
Consul General, . : , o BRR p= 
do four cases Opium, carried on to Mexico, by overs: 
sight of purser S, 5S, “Niagara”, eeu 880,- 
(but returned) | 
do differences between Bills of lading and 
Manifest,. og i Be 


Alexandre $3,234, 63 ie akan aia ge 
Ward, *I, 919, 50 «$1, 919450 


$5,154, 13 
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Enclosure No. 


With Dispatch No. S01 


y” 
Havana August "A 1889, 


ee ee er ee ee ee ee ee Se ae ee ee Ge ee eee ee 


Translation. 
Office of the Collector of Customs, 
Havana 
There being found pending payment a number of fines 
imposed upon sundry American steamshipa, of which you are 
consignees,and which appertain to the fiscal year just 
ended , 1888-89, you will please to pay the amount of said 


fines into the treasury of this Office within three days, 


in the understanding that should you fail to do so,this 


. 


Office will be obliged to proceed to their collection, in 


accordance with regulations, 
God preserve you many Years, 


Havana, July 10th, 1889, 


signed) 4G, 


Messrse Hidalgo and Co.» 
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Enclosure No, li | : 
With Dispatch No. VE 


/ 
/( 1889 : 


Havana, 


we oo eee eee oe ee ee ee eee oe ee Oe ee ee owe ee Sem ne t 


. 
os: esperar Si 


Copy. | 
Administracion de la Aduana, 
de la Habana. 
Encontrandose pendientes de pagos,porcion de multas impu- 
estas & varios Vapores Americanos de que Uds, son consig= 


natarios,y que corresponden al presupuesto que acaba de 


terminar de 1888,a I889, se serviran hacer efectivo en 


la Caja de esta Admong en el término de tercero dia,el 


imperte de las referidas multas,en la inteligencia de que 


si asi no lo verifican,esta Admon, se vera en el sensible 
caso de proceder 4 un cobro, con arreglo & instruccion. 
Dios guarde 4 Vs ms. as. 


Habana I0 de Julio de I889, 


(firmado) G Laa, 


Sres Hidalgo y Ca, 


ples OO 


eT nail 


Enclosure No. 7 


With Dispatch No, VA 


Havana, August b J 1889, 


Translation, 
To the Collector of Customs 
of this Port. 

Duly informed of your comunication of this date, 24th 
instant,referring to the fines,which,as consignees of the 
Line of American Steamships trading between this Port and 
New York,have been for some time past, imposed upon us, 
without notifiying us officially,nor having any other 
knowledge of the amount of the same,than several simple 
notes taken in rough with a pencil,we beg you will be 
pleased, with the brevity which the case will permit, to 

furnish us an explanatéry statement of the aforesaid fines, 
the reason of their impositions and fina lly,the amount 
of each one of the fines mentioned, in order to transmit 
the same to the Consul General of the United Statesttne 
said data being of unavoidable necessity, that he may for- 
ward the same to his Goverment,in as much as the suscri- 
bers are but simple. intermediaries sil agents in this | 
port of the shipping firm established in New York,owners 
of the said Line of Steamers, 

God preserve you many years,. 

‘Havana, July 24th 1889, 


(Signed) Hidalgo and Co, 


Enclosure No, f 


With Dispatch No, /” / 4 


h Vk 
Havana, august J 1889, 


Exmo Sefior Administrador de la Aduanade esta Capital, 
Presenteé. 
Enterados de la comunicacion de V.E, de fecha de hoy, 24 
del corriente,referente & las miltes que como consignata- 
rios de la linea de Vapores Correos Americanos entre este 
y el Puerto de Nueva York,se nos han venido imponiendo, 
sin notificarsenos oficialmente,ni tener otra noticia de 
la ascendencia de las mismas que unos simples apuntes to- 
mados en borrador,con lapiz,hemos de merecer de V.E, se 
sirva,a la brevedad que lo permita el caso disponer se 
nos facilite un estado explicativo de las fechas de las 
referidas multas,el motivo de ellas,y por ultimo,el im- 
porte de cada una de las mencionadas multas,para dar tras- 
lado al Sr Consul General de los Estados Unidos; datos 
ellos de imprescindible necesidad que debera& trasmitir 
& su Gobierno,toda la vez que los que suscriben no son 
sino simples intermediarios y agentes en este Puerto de 


~ 


la casa naviera establecida en Nueva York, duejia de esta 
lineade Vapores. 
Dios gde & V.E, mS as. Havana 24 de Julio 1889, 


(signed) Hidalgo and Co, 


Enclosure No. Y 


With Dispatch No. /7 Jil 
: Lk 


i 


—— = -— OE ow oe ow ee oe ee ee — 


Havana, August "A 


1889, 


Translation, 
oftice of the Collector of Customs, 
Havana. 

Acceding with pleasure to your request,and notwith- 
standing the notes taken by your clerk in the Bureau of 
Collection, which were furnished to him in the same form 
as to ether consignees of steamship lines,national as 
well as foreign, because they Gouna’ éxnet, ner de they 
need any other data,I have now the satisfaction to for- 
ward to you herewith,a statement,giving the dates upon 
which each fine was imposed,name of vessel,date of arri- 
val in port,amount of fine,charge of 10 per cent, extra, 
total,and the reasons which gave rise to the said fines. 

God preserve you many years, 


Havana July 27th I889g, 


(signed) G Laa, 


Messrs. Hidalgo and Co, 


Havana. 


Enclosure No. /Z. 
With Dispatch No. /4 ff 


/ A 
Havana, Adpast ( 7¥1889, 


Copy. 
Administracion de la Aduana.- 
de la Habana. 

Defiriendo gustoso 4 la peticion de Vs,y & pesar 
de las notas tomadas por su dependiente en el Negociado 
de Recaudacion, que se los facilit6 en idéntica forma que 
4 los demas consignatarios de lineas asi nacionales como 
Extrangeros,porque ni pueden exigir si necesitan mas 
antecedentes, tengo la satisfaccion de remitirles adjunto 
un estado, con esprecion de las fechas en que se impuso la 
multa,nombre del buque,dia de su entrada en Puerto, impor- 
te de la penalidad,recargo del diez por ciento,total,y 
faltas que motivaron las mencionadas multas. 

Dios gde.& VS.ms «a8. 
Habana Julio 27 de I889, 
(firmado) G. Laa 
Sres Hidalgo y Ca. 


Habana. 


. 7 - ‘ , el r . . 
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Enclosure No. J, 7. 


With Dispatch No, Ja fil 


eft 
Havana, August G y, 1889, 


om ee ee emt ee ee ee, ee ee ee me 


Translation. 


Under this date,Messrs., Hidalgo and Co. consignees 
of the American dteanere are hereby notified of the pay- 
ment = Five thousand one hundred and sixty five dollars 
thirteen cents ($5,165.13. ) which they are indebted to 
the Customs of this Port,for 45 fines, with the further 
charge of 10 per cé@nt, imposed for faults upon the masters 
of the (Steamships of the ) Company which they represent; 
which amount they shall pay within the period of three 
days counting from today,as also the charge of 5 per cent 
upon the total amount,in account of this notification, 
Witness my hand, authorized by the Alcalde of the Ward, 

Havana July 27th I889, 


(signed) Manuel Vazquez. 


Enclosure No, J Z. 
With Dispatch No. / 0 14, 
Havana, August lb 1889, 


a 


(Official Stamped paper) 


(Sheet No. 5,743, 005, ~) 

Con esta fecha, quedan notificados los Sres Hidalgo y Ca. 
consignatarios de los Vapores Americanos,al pago de cinco 
mil eciento sesenta y cinco pesos,I3 cts, que PE 4la 
Aduana de este Puerto,por 45 Multas,con el recargo del 
IQ por ciento impuestas por faltas, &@ los Capitanes de la 
empresa que representa, cuya cantidad,deben hacerla efec- 
tiva,dentro del término de tres dias,& contar desde el 
dia de hoy,asi mismo,con el recargo del 5 por ciento sobr 
el total por esta notificacion,y para constancia le firmo 
la presente,autorizada por el Sor Alcalde de Barrio. 

Habana Julio 27 de I889, 


(firmadec) Manuel Vazquez, 
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Enclosure No, Sb. 
With Dispatch No, /7/ A 


Havana, Augiis+ 4 ° 1889, 


Translation, 


In obedience to what is ordered by the Collector of 


Customs of this port,Merssrs. Hidalgo and Co,of this City 


Obrapia St No. 25,are hereby notified to make payment of 
the fines imposed upon the masters of the American Steam 
ships of which they are consignees;the said fines amount 
to the sum of $5,154,13,-Five thousand one hundred and 
Pifty#our dollars and thirteen cents,and payment thereof 
must be made within the period of twenty four hours,with 
the addition of the charges of the second degreej;and they 
are hereby further warned of the embargo, should they not 
pay the said fines. 

Havana July 27th I889, 


(signed) Manuel Vazquez. 


: 0-8 OE AE pape tate ent neat ABET ERENCE ym mos che — 


Enclosure No, Jil 


With Dispatch No, VLA 


hb 
Havana, August vA / 1889, 


oe ee ee ee ee eee ee ee ee —» 


Cory, (Official Stamped paper) 
(Sheet No, 3, 474,593, —) 

En cumplimiento de lo dispueste por el Exmo: Sor Admor, de 
la Aduana de este Puerto, quedan notificados los Sres HI- 
dalgo y Ca. vecinos de esta Capital,y en la calle de Obra 
pfa,nimere 25. al pago de las multas impuestas 4 los ca- 
pitanes de los Vapores Americanos,de los cuales son Con- 
signatarios dichos eidetonies multas,ascienden 4 la suma 
de cinco mil ciente cincuenta y cuatro pesos,IdS cts. cuyo 
pago deben hacer dentro del plazo de 24 horas,con mas los 


recargos en segundo grado,apercibidos del embargo,si no 


lo hicieren,. 
Habana Julio 27 de I889, 


(firmado) Manuel Vazquez, 


Bnelesare Wee, /o 


With Dispatch No. I, 014. 


se 
Havana August -~ i 183898. 


om eee oe 8 OO OE Oe Ow ne Ee eee Een ome ow 


Translation. 


U.S.Censulate Gencral at Havana,July SIst I889. 
To 
His Excellency, the Governer General ef the 
Island of Cuba, 
etc, etc, 
Excellency : 

In consequence of a notification communicated under 
date of the 27th instant,by the Collecter of the Pert,to 
Messrs Hidalgo and Co,censignees in this city of the*Ward” 
line of American mail carrying steamers,exacting the pay- 
ment of sundry fines alleged to be owing by theseSteamers 
to the Custom House, I hasten in virtue of my general 


instructions,to remonstrate before Your Excellency against 


their collection. 


In the first place,I desire to call the attention of 

Your Excelleney to the fact that some of these fines date 
back several years,having been permitted to accumulate 
to the number ef forty four(44) with an amount reaching 

the large sum of five thousand ene hundred and fifty four 

dollars and thirteen cents ($ 5,-154,.13) witheut any noti- 
fication either judicial or official having been given 

to the masters or owners as to the existence against them 


of such eobligations,as is prescribed by articles II7 and 
II8 ef the Custems Or 


But, to the contrary, Excellency, the Custom House of 
this city has continued with entire regularity during 
all this time,to collect all the customs charges incurred 
each trip by these steamers,and te dispatch them after- 
wards, because of this fulfillment of their ebligations, 
that they might pursue their voyages to these foreign 
ports,to which,as common carriers,they were destined ; 
and without it ever having signified,expressly er tacit- 
ly,to the masters or owners that they were still ewing, 
er that their steamers continued,as it were,hypothecated 
to the Government ef Spain for amounts subject te future 


liquidations payable in indeterminate instalments. 


To this I will add,Excellency,that by general rule, 
observed in all countries, the receipt ef the Custem house, 
declaratery of having cellected all charges incurred by 
a vessel, fortified with the other document corresponding 
to the official Custom house clearance,is considered suf- 


ficient to absolve the vessel from all ulterior obliga- 


tions in such casés. 


As a proof that the Custem house clearance consti- 
tutes in the mind of the Government ef Spain the final 
settlement of its rights against all vessels that enter 


and depart from its ports,I will cite article 20 ef the 


‘ —paaay > 


Customs Ordinamces of the Island which reads as follows 


Article 20,- “The customs officers regardless ef the cor- 
rections imposed by these ordinances and present regula- 


tiens,will be held responsible for the pecuniary damages 


caused the Treasury by their negligence,upon the charge 
being sustained through a due course of administrative 
proceedings,and final sentence,upon the hearing of the 


responsible functionaries. This responsibility purely 


eae 
. 


‘ 


administrative,is independent of that which in any case 


may be imposed by the Courts for misdemeanorsSor crimes ". 


I have made the preceding quotatiom from the Ordin- 
ances,with the object that Y.E,may see that the Custom 
officers,are the ones who are encharged with the season- 
able revision and correction of all transactions that 
merchants or vessels may have with the Custom houses of 
this Island ; but I will observe in addition that it does 
net appear te me te be in confermity with the commandment 
embraced by the said article,that two years after date 
ef ecurrence,such reclamations should be made, especially, 
when owing to the leng time transpired,it is in impos- 
sible for the masters,er agents in this city,te make the 
explanati@ns,which,had they been notified in due course, 


they would have been able toe have done with ease, 


I will also cite another fact of grave importance 
in connection with this affair,which is : that nearly 
all these steamers have lately changed owners,and that 
on making the transfer nobody has appeared claiming any 
RE against them in favor of the Gevernment of Spain. 
Therefore, it er be considered that the new own - 
ers or steckholders ef the company have assumed any res- 
pensibility in this respect. Nor is there anything strange 


in such transfer,since vessels,and stocks in maritime 


companies,are just as saleable in the market as any ether 


an ee a eee 
al 


merchandise,or as the stocks of any terrestrial companys 
Neither,can it be considered that the titles of property 
in vessels,or in a steamship company,can enjoy less right 


or legal immnity than the titles to other classes of 


prop ertye 


To the end of attaining a just resolution of this 
affair,it is necessary also, Excellency,to take inte ac- 


count the greunds upen which these fines are based. 


It will be noticed by the list which I accompany, '.. 
that none of tfiem are founded upon bad faith attributable 
either to the masters,or to the owmers 3; but upon tri- 
vial mistakes,such as that of having carried to Vera Cruz 
er te Presrene onus packages belonsing to the Havana car- 
g0,Which have been returned immediately,either in the same 
er another steamer of the same line. At other times, they 
have been imosed because of some packages belonging te 
the Vera Cruz er Progreso carge,having been landed by 
mistake at Havana, but returned in the same manner te Mex- 
ico ; and in cenfermity with the eobligatioms ef the com 


pany with the shippers and ceonsignees of the Mexice car- 


Be. 


But, Excellency, these mistakes are inevitable, and 
censequences of the hurry with which the steamers are 
compelled to perferm all their eperations to the end of 
conpiviuis in each port upen théir routes with the itine- 


rary assigned them 


Thus the steamers that come frem New York teuching 


at Havana for Vera Cruz,only rémain a few hours in this 


port, entering,discharging and sailing always between sun- 


rise and sundowne 


For the better explanation of this affair,I beg to 
call the particular attention ef Your Excellency te fine 
No. 57 of the said list : This case is that ef a carbey 
ef sulphuric acid which beeause of having commenced to 
leak abeard,and te avoid the fatal damage which might 
have evertaken the steamer and passa@ngers,was cast ever- 
board by erder of the master, Consequently, this is an 
occurrence that took place on beard an american vessel ip 
upen the high seas,accerding to the pretest ef the master 
neted at this Censulate General >; and, therefore,only sub- 
ject to the jurisdiction ef the United States ; neverthe- 
less,the Havana Customs autherities have believed them:'=_ 


selves authorized te fine this act with $ 220,- 


Anether explanatery fact is,also,that of the steam 
er “Niagara” having carried te Mexice four cases ef mer- 
chandise belonging te the Havana cargo which the same 
steamer breught back on the return trip ; but she has 
peen fined § 880., as witnessed by fine Ne. 44 ef the 


’ 


same list. 


I must likewise call Yeur Excelleney’s attentien 
with respect te these’ fines impesed fer differences be- 


tween the weights manifested accerding te bills ef lading 


and these inserted in the custem heuse entries presented 


by the consignees, Already on other eccasions when re 
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monstrating upen analogots affairs, I have had the homer 
te manifest Y~E, that the masters of vessels ef no nation 
whatever,respond fer weight ner contents. This custom 
dates from time so remete,that I will net enter upen its 
analysis. But,there arises eut ef the right assumed by 
the officers of the customs of this city te exact from 
American masters the ebligation ef maniferting the weight 
and contents ef the packages ferming the cargees of the 
vessels,several considerations ef seme international im 
portance. For,masters of vessels are net autherized by 
the local laws ef the United States fer the comelling 
ef the shippers te open befere them on the wharf, the pack 
ages intended fer shipment,with the view of inspecting 
their contents and confronting their weights in cem li- 


ance with the laws ef ether nations. 


Neither,can any foreign twountry exercise such a right 
within the jurisdiction of the United States,as Y.E.will 
perfectly understand ; because this weuld be an assump- 
tion of the exercise ef an extra-territorial power. As 
further proof,and that Y,E «may be convinced that it is 
as I say,that masters ef vessels de not respond fer the 
weights nor wenvenvs: I enclose herewith a printed cepy 
of the bills ef lading ef the Spanish Trans-atlantic 
Steamship Company,which have in a marked part,a clause 
to that effect ; and this Company being subsidized by the 


Gevernment ef Spain, the Customs authorities of Havana: can 


not therefore ignore thiscfact...Frem the conditions Ree 


printed en the back ef.‘the bill of lading it will be seen 


7 
that the Spanish Trans-atlantic Company reserves itself 
from all damages that may be caused in any manner frem 
carrying cargo to one port belonging to another, ebligat-r~ 
ing itself only te return it by another steamer,making 

at the same time the shipper or the consignee, resp onsi- 
ble for every fine that may be impesed by the custom 
house for differences between the weights of the bill ef 


lading and the Manifest. I also respectfully call the at- 


tention of Y%E.to the following conditions on the ‘back 


ef the bill ef lading ,which read as follows ; 

a | 
4,—- Shippers are in the same manner responsible ,if the 
contents ef the packages differ from that declared in the 


bill of lading”. 


6.-* Fines imposed by the Custem House in consequence of 


informatien furnished by the shipper,will be satisfied 


by him and the receiver,de man-cemun et in solidum ” 


I2.- £/PacKages net found er not discharged fer cause,at 
the intermediate ports,will be carried by the vessel to 
the next port teuched at,and the receiver will have no 
ether right but that of claiming that they be returned 
to him by the first steamer ef the Cempany,fer its ac- 


count,at its choice,but at his risk.” 


New, Excellency, the same casualties wisely fereseen 
by the Spanish Trans-atlantic Company, are alse foreseen 
by the *Ward” Company of American Mail carrying steamers. 

And thety being admitted en the part ef the Gevern- 


men$’ eof Spain in the first case,it follows that they 


8 


sheuld be admitted in the secend ; because ef it being 
so agreed by the présent Modus vivendi’ negotiated at 
Washingten the 2Ist of September 1887,between the diplom 
atic representatives of both natiensjand in exchange fer 
the equality enjoyed,under similar circumstances,by span- 


ish vessels with american vessels in the perts ef the 


United States. 


As fundamentally related to this affair,I beg to rex 
mind YeE,ef article 7th of the Treaty of 1795, existing 
between Spain and the United States,which reads as fol- 


lows 3 


Article 7,- “And it is agreed,that the subjects er citi- 
zens ef each of the contracting parties,their vessels or 
effects,shall not be liable te any embargo er detention 
in the ports ef the other,fer any military expédition 

er other public er private purpese whatever. And in all 
cases of seizyre,detention,or arrest,fer debts centracted 
er effences committed, by any citizeh er subject of the 
ene party ,within the jurisdiction of the other,the same 
shall be made and presecuted by erder and autherity ef 
law enly,and accerding te the regular course ef preceed- 
ings usual in such cases. The citizens and subjects ef 


beth parties shall be allowed te employ such advecates, 


seliciters,netaries,agents,and facters ,as they may judge 


preper in all their affairs,and in all their trials at 
law,in which they may be concerned,before the tribunals 
eof the ether party ; and such agenSs shall have free ac- 


cess to be present at the preceedings in such causes, and 


9 


at the taking ef all examinations and evidence which may 


be exhibited in the said trials.” 


I will net attempt te threw light upen this article 
by comments of my ewn ; since it has already been amply 
discussed by beth Gevernments,and having served as basis 
to the agreement of I87I for the appointment ef the Cem 
missien ef Arbitration,which sat at Washington,and final- 
ly concluded its functions in [1883 ; it being besides a 
well established principle,that local law never derogates 


an international obligations. 


Therefore,and in view ef the reasons presented here 
with, 1 cannet less than solicit Y.E.te be pleased to give 
a preferred consideration te this affair,as merited by 
its intricate nature,and to order that its preceedings 
be quashed, 

I have the honer,to be, 
With the greatest respect, 
Yeur Excellency’ s 


Obedient Servant, 


(Signed) Ramon 0. Williams 


Censul General. 


cameo anew (lane ae om on 


Enclesure No. / E 


With Dispatch No, VITA 
4 
Havana, Aagust "a ' I889, 


See ee CES SS EN Me ee SO oe OD ee ome Bee ee 


Cop Ye Habana, Julio 3I de I889. 


Exme. Sefior Gobernador General de la Ysla de Cuba, 
etc, etc, 


Excelencia : 


Foi 
A consecuencia de una notificacion comunicada con 


fecha 27 del presente por el Sefior Administrador de la 
Aduana de esta Capital a los Sres, Hidalgo y Cia, consig- 
natarios = esta plaza de la linea de Correos miriouuen 
“Ward”, exijiendo el pago de varias multas que se alega 
quedar adeudando estos vapores & dicha Aduana,me apresuro 
en virtud de mis instrucciones generales 4 representar 


4 V.E.en contra de su cebro : 


En primer lugar,deseo llamar la atencion de V.E,, 
hacia el hecho de que datan algunas de las miltas en 
cuestion,desde algunos aijios atras, habiendoselas dejado 
amontonar su numero hasta a(44) cuarenta y cuatro,y su 
montante 4 la crecida suma de ($5,154,13)cinco mil ciento 
cineuenta y cuatro pesos,trece centavos,sin haberse hasta 
ahora notificado ni judicial ni oficialmente 4 los capi- 
tanes,ni & los armadores,de que existian contra ellos las 
tales obligaciones, segun exigia les artieulos II7 y 118 


de las Ordenanzas de Aduanas. 


Al contrario, Excelencia,la Aduana de esta Capital ha 


seguido con completa regularidad durante todo este tiempo 2 : | a 


2 
cobrando {ntegros,cada viajé,los déPechos dé puerto que 


han adeudado los citados vap ores, ds¢pachandolos despues 


en virtud de hallarse ellos con este hecho legalmente 


habilitados para proseguir sus viages 4 los puertes del 
estrangero,4 que come portadores maritimos se han desti-~ 
nado; y sin que se haya significnds, jens, ni espresa ni 
tacitamente 4 los capitanes ni armaderes, que quedaban, por 
decirlo asi,ni los unos ni los etres obligados,ni sus 
vapores hipotecados al Gobierne de Espaiia por cantidades 
sujetas 4 ulteriores liquidaciones pagaderas en wiaeee 


indertérminades. 


A esto agregaré,Excelencia, que por regla general 
observada en todos los paises, basta el recibo de la Adua- 
na de haber pagado el buque todos sus etédles, referaade 
este documento con el otro corrspondiente al despacho 
oficial aduanal,para que se considere el buque en tal 


caso como absuelto de toda ulterior obligacion. 


Pues,como prueba de que el despacho aduanal consti- 
tuye en la mente del Gobierno de Espajyia,el finiquito de 
sus derechos contra los barcos que entran y salen de sus 
puertos, citaré el articulo 20 de las Ordenanzas de Adua- 
nas de esta Ysla,que dice asi : 

Articulo 20- Les empleados de Aduanas,sin perjuicio de 
las correcciones que les imponen estas ordenanzas y las 
disposiciones vigentes,estaran obligados al reconocimien- 
to de los perjuicios pecuniarios que originencen sus fal- 
tas 4 la Hacienda,siempre que se haya hecho la declara- 


cion del dafio en expediente administrativo, debidamente 
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ultimado,con providengia definitiva,y oidos los funcion- 


arios responsables, Esta responsibilidad,puramente ad- 


ministrativa,es independiente de la que en su caso ippon- 


gan los tribunales por faltas 6 delites, *- 


Hecha la citacion de las Ordenanzas que precede, con 
el objeto de que V.E.vea que tos am leades de la Aduana 
son los que estan encargados de le eportuana revision y 
cerreccion de todas las transacciones que puedan tener 
el oubiieaie y la navegacion con las Aduanas de esta Ysla; 
observaré que en nada me parece conforme con e) precepto 
que encierra el predicho art{cule,62 que 4 los Ges aifios 
de haber sucédido algunos de estos cases,se salga con es- 
tas reclamaciones, cuando por el tieme trascurrido,es im- 
posible ya para los capitanes,y los agentes en esta plaza 
hacer las aclaraciones que si hubieran sido ani tlandne 


& su debide tiempo,pudieron haber hecho con toda facili- 


dad. 


Citaré, Excelencia, otro hecho de grave inpertancia 
en relacion con esté@ asunto, y es : que casi todos estos 
vapores han cambiado de duefios hace poco tiempo y al ha- 
cerse @l traspaso nadie ha aparecido reclamando por can- 
tidad alguna pendiente contra ellos 4 favor del Gobierno 
de Espajia. Y por le tanto,no puede considerarse que los 
nuevos duefios 6 accionistas de la sempak la, hayek asumido 
responsibilidad alguna 4 esto respeto, 

Ni nada de ostrane tiene aquel traspaso ; puesto 


que los barcos y las acciones de las compaiiias maritimas 


son tan vendibles en los mercados como lo es cualquiera 


otra mercancia,é como lo son las acciones de cualquiera 
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compafiia térrestre, Ni tampoco se eoncibé qué la prepi- 
édad que constituye 61 titulo dé dominio aobré tn barco 
6 sobre las accionés dé una comp afiié maritima,puedan go- 
gar de® menos derecho 6 menos ithntinidad legal que les +i- 


tulos de otras propiedadts cualesquiera. 


Para la justa resolucion de este asunto,hay que tée- 
ner en cuenta tambben, Excelencia, el, fundamente en que 
descansan sstas multas, 

En este particvlar,se notaré por la lista que acen- 
pafio, que ningune @e elas est& impuesta por mala fé impv- 
table 4 los capitanes 6 duefios,sino por triviales equivo- 
caciones como 10 son ¢l haberse llevade 4 Vera Cruz 6 Pro- 
greso algunes les bultes qe han pertenecide a la car 
ga de la Habana,los que han traido en seguida 6 bien el 
mismo vapor, 6 bien en otro de la misma linea. Otras ve- 
ces han sucedido por haber de@jado bultos en la Habana 
pertenecientes & la carga de Vera Cruz 6 Progreso,los 
que de la misma manera se han vuelto @ recojer para lle- 
varselos 4 Mexico,por asi exejirselo el cumplimiento de 
las obligaciones de la comp afiia perteadora para con los 


cargadores y consignatarios de la earga en Mexico. 


— 


Pero, Excelencia,estas equivocaciones son inevitahles 
y anexas @ la premura con que los vapores se ven obliga- 
dos & ejecutar tedos sus trabajos 4 fin de poder cumplir 


en los varios puertes de su earrera,con el itinerarie mar- 


las 
cadoa cada. uno de ellos, Casi siempre vapores que vienen 


de Nueva York para Vera Criz con escala en la Habana, que- 


nivada , 
dan en este puerto solo unas horas hagionde deseargs y 


S 


salida dé sol @ sol, 


Para mayor aclaracion de este asunto,mée pérmitiré 
llamar la particular atencion de V.Ehécia la mul ta No. 37 
de la ya aludida lista : Este caso es el de wn garrafon 
de acido sul furico que por empezar 4 salirse aborde,y por 
evitar los estragos fatales que pedrian haber sobrevenido 
al vapor y sus pasageres,mand6 el capitan echarle al agua, 
De consiguiente,este es un heche gue ocurrié en alta mar, 
abordo de un buque americano,segun le protesta opertuna- 
mente anotada por el Capitan en este Gonsulado General; 

y por lo tanto sujeto séle & le jurisdiccion de los Esta- 
dos Unidos; sin-embargo,las autoridades aduaneras de la 
Habana se han creido con derecho de multar este acto con 
$220, 

Otro hecho aclaratorio tambien,es el de haber lie- 
vado el vapor “Niagara’a Mexico,cuatro cajas de mercan- 
cfas pertenecientes 4 la carga de la Habana,y los trajo 
4 la vuelta;pero ha sido multado por $880, segun el No. 

44 de la dicha lista, Tambien tengo que encarecer la atene 
cion de V.E, respecto & las impuestas por falta de corres- 
pondencia entre los pesos manifestados segun los conoci- . 
mientos y los presentados las hojas de adeudos 4 la 
Aduana por los Sres. consignatarios, Ya en otras oca@io- 
nes,representando sobre asuntos andlogos) he tenido el 


honor de manifestar 4 V.E, que los capitanes de los bar- 


cos porteadores de mercancias de ninguna nacion ,responden 


por peso ni contenido. Esta costumbre data desde los tieme 
pos mas remotos por lo cual no hay que entrar en su ana- 


lisiS.e« 
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Pero se desprenden del derecho que asume la Aduana de la 
Habana 4 exijir & los capitanes americanos la obligacion 
de manifestar el peso y contenido de los bultos que for- 
man su cargamento,varias consideraciones de alguna impor- 
tancia internacional. Pues los capitanes bajo la ley lo- 
cal de los Estados Unidos no estan autorizados a4 obligar 
en tierra,a los cargadores abrir los bultos de embarque 
para el examen y peso de sus contenidos ante ellos 4 fin 
de cumplir con las leyes de otras nasienes, 

Ni puede tampoco nacion estrangera alguna ejercer 
tal derecho dentro de los Estados Unidos,segun comprende- 
ra perfectamente bien V.E., porque seria esto pretender 
por su parte.un derecho extra-territorial,. 

A mayor abundamiento y para que V,E, vea que es asi. 
como tengo dicho que los capitanes no responden & peso 
ni contenido, incluyo en @sta una copia impresa de los 
conocimientos de la compafiia Trasatlantica de vapores Es- 
paioles,que tienen en lugar marcado,una clatisula 4 este 
efecto;y estande esta compatiia subvencionada por el Go- 
bierno de Espafia no podrian por lo tanto ignorar este 
hecho las autoridades aduaneras de la Habana. 

Por las condiciones impresas al dorso de este conoci- 
miento se vera que la compajiia Trasatléntica se reserva 
de todos los perjuicios que puedan causarse al llevar por 
cualquier causa que fuere la carga & un puerto que perte- 
nezca & etro,obligandose solo 4 devolverle por otro vapor 


haciendo 4 la vez caer sobre los cargadores 6 receptores 


todas las responsabilidades que pudieran imponer las aduae 


nas por diferencias de peso entre los conocimientos y los 
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manifiestoas, Asi- mismo llame respétuosamente la atencion 
de V.E, & las siguientes condiciones al dorse de dicho 


conecimiente que dicen asf : 


4,~* Les cargadores son respensables del mismo modo,si el 
contenido de los bultos difiere del declarado en este co- 


nocimiento, * 


6,.~* Las multas que imponga la Aduana 4 consecuencia de 


datos suministrados por el expedidor seran satisfechos 


per este y el receptor de mancomun et in solidum, ” 


IzZ.-* Los bel tail’ aaa no se encontrasen 6 no pudieren 
desembarcarse en los puertos de escala seran llevados por 
el bugque al punto mas inmediato donde toque y no tendra 
el receptor mas derecho que el que le sean dirijidos por. 
el primer vapor de la empresa 0 otre cualquiera,de cuenta 


de la misma,& su eleccion pero & riesgo de aquel. ” 


Ahora bien, Excelencia,las mismas casualidades previs- 
tas sabiamente por la Comp afiia Trasatlantica Espafiola, 
estan asimismo previstas por ila Comp afiia de Cerreos Ame- 
ricanos de “Ward, ” 

I estando admitidas por el Gobierno de Espafia en el pri- 
mer caso, es consiguiente que sean admitidas en el segtndo 
por estar asi acordado por el actual modus vivendi nego- 


clade en Washington el 2I de Setiembre de 1887 entre les 


representantes diplom&tices de ambas naciones,& trueque 


de que les barcos espaiieles bajo idénticas circunstancias 


son igualades & les americanos en les puertos de los Es- 


tados Unidos, 


Como fundamentalmente relacionado con este asunto 
me petmitiré tambien recordar 4 V.E, e1 artfeule 7 del 
tratade de 1795 existente entre Espaia y les Estades Uni-~ 


dos,el que dice asf ; 


Agticule 7,-*Se ha convenide que les sibdites y ciudada- 
nes de una de las partes contratantes,sus buques $ efee- 
tos no podran sugetarse & ningun embargo 6 detencion de 
parte de la otra,a causa de aiguna expedicion militar, 
uso publice 6 particular de cualquiera que sea. Y en los 
casos de aprehension, detencion 6 arresto,bien sea por 
deudas contraidas %i ofensas cometidas por algun ciudada- 
no 6 subdite de una de las partes contratantes en la ju 
risdiccion de la etra,se procederaé tnicamente por érden 
y autoridad de la justicia,y segun los tramites ordina- 
ries seguides en semejantes casos. Se permitiré 4 los 
ciudadanes y subdites de ambas partes emplear les aboga- 
deg,procuradores,notarios,agentes 6 factores que juzguen 
mas aprepésite en tedes sus asuntes,y en tedes los plei- 
tos que podran tener en los tribunales de la etra parte, 
2 los cuales se permitira igualmente el tener libre ac- 
ceso en las causas,y estar presentes & tedo examen y tes- 
timenies que podran mreomrpe en los pleiteos”,- 

No trataré de esclarecer esta articulo del tratado 
con coméntarios mios ; pueste que ha sido ya amp liamente 
discutido entre ambos Gobiernos, habiendo servide dé base 
al convenio de I87I ee el nombramiento de la Cemision 
Arbitradera que tuvo su asiento en Washingten y conecluysé 


finalmente en 1883, estande,ademas,bien sentade el prin- 


cipio de gue una ley local nunca deroga una ebligacion 
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internacional. 


Per tante,y en vista de las razenes que tengo fxpues 


tas,no puede menes que sOlicitar se sirva V.E, dar a este 


asunte su preferida consideracion cual merece per lo in- 
struido de su naturaleza,mandande V.E.dejar el precedi- 


miento sin efecto. 


Tengo el henor de suscribirme de V.E.,con el mayor 
respeto,atento y seguro servidor, 
@® B S. M. 
(Signed) Ramon 0, Williams. 


Censul General. 
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: ORs DE LACOMPANIATRASATLANTICA, = HABANA Y NUEVA YORK. 
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Trecibido en aparente buen estado y acondicionamiento de.. 


t 


Ure Bey TUNA DOITGITG PIS 7 eo a a 


fondeado hoy en este puerto de la HABAN A, con destino alde NUEVA YORK, (con el privilegio de arribar d cualquier puerto 6 


puetos con cualquier motivo, con el de naveyar con 6 sin practicos y el de auciliar otros buques en todas circunstanéias.) A saber: 


ANTES DE 


A, LOPEZ Y COMPANIA. 


MARCAS Y NUMEROS. 


maréadas y numeradas segun al margen para ser transportadas por el dicho Vapor al mencionado puerto de Nueva York, en los mismos buen estado y acon- 
dicionamiento [con escepcion de la intervencion de hechos Providenciales, de beligerancia prohibicionas gubernativas actos de piratas ladrones, hurtadores 
dafios de sabandijas alijamento 6 arrojo al agua y todos los accidentes extravios, pérdidas y averias cualesquiera que sean motivadas por la maquinaria 

., calderas y propulsion por vapor 6 por los riesgos mar{timos 6 fluviales u originados por negligencia 6 falta cualesquiera del PrActico, Capitan 6 Tripulantes ] 
siendo libre de toda responsabilidad el buque y sus armadores, sta carga debe ser entregada al alcance de los tecles y de los otros medios de embarcar y 
descargar del Vapor en es i ee : | 


6 4 sus representantes cumplido el pago del flete y gas- 


tos segun apuntamiento al mirgen del presente con mas prima gasto de descarga segun detalle también al mirgen y promedid® de costumbres. 
Queda firmemente estipulado que las marcancfas designadas en este Conocimiento quedardin ep sus riesgos despues de entregadas desde los tecles del 
vapor el dicho puerto de Nueva York [El vapor se reserva el derecho electivo entre hacer la descarga en Nueva York 6 en la imediata Booklyn] y 
serin recibidas por su consignatario bulto por bulto segun le sean entregadas; y si no fuesen removidas sin demora pueden bajo el arbitrio del Agente del 
Vapor ser enviadas 4 Almacen 6 permitida su permanencia en el puerto donde fuesen descargadas, 6 retornadas al puerto de su embarque por cuenta y 
riesgo del mencionado propietario remitente 6 consignatario Los gefes de Aduana del puerto quedan en esta virtud habilitados para conceder un permiso 
general para descargar imediatamente despues de la correspondiente entrada del vapor ante la Aduana 
Re had ¢ | En caso que se suscitase cualquiera reclamacion contra el vapor 6 sus amadores por cualquier dafio 6 perjuicio resultantes 4 las expresadas mer- 
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cancfas durante la travesia de la Habana 4 Nueva York, la tal reclamacion [en todo caso basada sobre el valor de las mercancias en el puerto de su embar- 
que y en la fecha que éste se efectud,| deberd ser presentadada ante la oficina del Agente del vapor en Nueva York dentro de tres dias transcurridos despues 
que las mercancias hayan sido entregadas Y en el caso que dicha reclamacion, cualquiera que fues2, no hubiese sido presentada dentro del plazo y 
lugar designado la m2ncionada averia 6 extravio se considerari com) prescrita y consentida, y el vapor y su armadores libertados desde entdnces 

En caso que el vapor fuese detenido en la Cuarentena del Puerto de Nueva York, y all deseargase las mercancfas enumeradas en el presente 
Conocimiento cesara toda responsabilidad y riesgo por cuenta del Vapor 6 de sus armadores; considerandose como cumplidas las clausulas asi que las 
mercancias hayan sido entregadas desde los tecles i otros medios de descarga del vapor y todos los riesgos y gastos desde enténces serdn por cuenta 
del m2nczionado armador, embareador 6 consignatario desconociéndose pesos valor y contenidos, y no contrayendo el vapor tampoco responsabilidad por derrames 
enmohecimiento, calentamiento, rotura 6 por natural deterioro de las mereancfas 6 averfas en los bultos que las envasan por las expresadas causas 6 por roe- 
duras de ratones 6 por inevitable esposicion 4 las inclem2ncia, meteorolégicas. ‘T'ampoco el vapor sera responsable de plata, oro piedras preciosas metales. 
joyeria y tesoros de cualquier clase 6 de cualquier bulto cuyo valor esceda de cien pesos 4 no ser que se esprese en Conocimientos firmados en tal concepto 
. No se firman conocimientos por flete menor de seis pesos. — 
~™ : Para cosntancia y testificacion el Sobrecargo 6 Agente del mencionado vapor firma cinco. Conocimientos todos del mismo tenor y para un solo y el mismo efecto. 
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Enclosure Nos / 7 


With Dispatch No. 1014 


4 A 
Havana, August 1889, 


Translation. 


In a conmunication of this date,the Central Office - 


of Customs instructs the Collector of this Port as follows: 


In the proceedings held by this Centre under No, 1120 
in consequence of the memorial of Messrs Bridat,Montros 
and Co,the consignees of the French Trans-atlantic Steam 
ship Company, addressed to His Excellency,the Intendant 
General , soliciting the release of the master of the 5S.$ 
“San Germaine” from the penalties of $600.-, and $209,I18 
which on entering this port the 8th and I9th of last May, 
were respectively imposed by the Custom House in accord 
ance with paragraphs IS and I2 of Article I2I of the Or- 
dinances,owing to two cases and a barrel,of the shipping 
marks expressed,having been short of the manifest on the 
landing of the cargo ; and the same packages having run 
over the manifest in the second case on the steamer’s 
return from Vera Cruz His Excellency,in consideration 
of Your Honor’s report,and the opinion expressed by the 


Section yesterday,has been pleased to resolve as follows: 


In view of the proceedings and considering that the 
acts treated of are involuntary and this circumstance 
being of an exempting character respecting the responsi- 
bil +tyannexed to the fault,is due to the rapidity with 


which the operations of foreign commerce are executed ; 


Therefore, the tutdadeassy resolves ; first : the re- 
lease of the fines ,subject of this controversy,for rea- 
sons of equity, justice being thereby harmonized with the 
prescriptions of the law : and 
second : that the Ministry be consulted in favor of mak- 
ing an addition to the Customs Ordinances, conceding to 
the Companies of National and Foreign Mail Steamers,a 
term of two months for those coming from Europe,and one 
month for those from the United States and Mexico,within 
which they must deliver the packages that are not landed 


from mistake,in their ports of arrival of the Island. 


It being understood that the said packages will be in- 


cluded in the manifest of the vessel that returns them, 
with expression of shipping mark,number,and contents to 
justify thereby the identity of the merchandise with ad- 
ditional or marginal note to the manifest,authorized by 
the Spanish Consul,and in its defect by the Consul of 
some friendly nation,the foreign custom house,or the lo- 
cal authority. 

Havana, July [0th 1888, 


(Signed. ) P.A, Augusto Rosales. 


Enclosure No. 7 / 
With Dispatch No, /Z fbf 


4 4% 
Havana, August y 1889, 


Cop Ye 


In comunicacion fecha de hoy,dice esta Administra- 
cion Central al Sr. Admor, de la Aduana de este Puerto 
lo siguiente : 

En el expediente instruido en este Centro bajo el 
No. II20.con motivo de instancia que los Sres, Bridat 
Montros y Ca.,consignatarios de la linea de vapores co- 
rreos franceses—Ca. Gral. Trasatlantica, elevaron al Exme 
Sor. Yntendente Gral., en solicitud de que se sirviese 
relevar al Capt. del San. erecta te las penalidades de 
$600, y $209.18, que en sus entradas de 8 y I9 de Mayo 
Gltimo le impuso respectivamente esa Aduana, con sugecion 
4 los incisos I3 y I2 del articulo I2I de las Ordenanzas 
por haber faltado en su descarga,de la primera,dos cajas 
y una barrica con las marcas que se indican y sobrado en 
la segunda los mismos bultos que trajo de Vera Cruz como 
devolucion de ellos, 5. E, teniendo en cuénta 16 informadé 
por V,S, y lo opinado por 1a séeccion én actérdo fecha de 
ayer ha tenido &@ bien resolver 16 bigte : 

Visto cuanto resulta ae este expedientety consides 
rando que en ¢1 hecho @e que sé trata no ha existido vo- 
luntariedad y esta Werenwiancls es a earacter @ximente 
en cuanto & 20 Yesponsabilided aneja 4 la comision de la 
falta,debida & la rapidez con que el comercio mar {timo 
efectia sus op oragione 


La Intendencia acuerda, primero : la relevacion de 


las multas controvertidas,por equidad,pues asi se armoni- 
za la justicia con las prescripciones de la ley. 

I segundo, que se consulte al Ministerio en concepto de 
adicion a las Ordenanzas de Aduana la concegion 4 las 
Empresas de Vapores Correos Nacionales y Estrangeros, un 
plazo de dos meses para las procedencias de Europa y un 
mes para las del Norte America y Mexico,dentro del cual 
deberan presentar los bultos que por equivocacion se ha- 
yan dejado de desembarcar; en los puertos de destino de 
la Isla. Entendiéndose que los citados bultos se compren- 
deran en el manifiesto del buque que los devuelva con es- 
presion de marca, numeracion y contenido,para justificar 
asi la identidad de la mercancia,y nota adicional 6 mar- 
ginal autorizada por el Consul Espajiol y en su defecto ) 
por el de una nacion amiga,la aduana estrangera 6 autori- 
dad local. 

Lo que participo a@V.S. ete, ete . 
Habana Julio I0, I888, 
(firmado) . 


P, A. 


Augusto. Rosales, 


Enclosure No. Z J 
With Dispatch No. /0/Y 


t 
Havana, August b I889, 


U.S. Consulate General at Havana,August 5th I889, 
To 

His Excellency, 

the Governor General of the Island of Cuba, 
etc, etc, etc, 

Excellency : 

In support of my representation addressed Y.£E. the 
sist ultimo,in relation to the 44 fines amounting to 
$5, 154,13, imposed by the Custom House of this port on 
several American steamers, I have now the honor to accom 
pany herewith,a copy of the instruction which the Sentreh 
Collector of Customs was pleased to communicate in refer- 
ence to an identical case.to the Collector of this Port, 
under date of the [0th of July of last year respecting 
the fines of $600.-,and of $209.18 imposed upon the mas- 
ter of the French stezmer “San Germaine” for three pack- 
ages belonging to the Havana cargo,carried by that steam 
er by mistake to Vera Cruz ; and from there returned to 
-Havana,of which fines,as Your Excellency will be able to 
observe,the French steamer was released by order of His 
Excellency the Intendant General of Finance, basing his 


decision onthese textual words : * Upon equity,and be- 


cause justice thus harmonizes with the prescriptions of 


law. * 
And since I have only asked in my representation of 
the SIst ultimo for American steamers what by said reso-~ 


lution has become a matter already judged in favor of 


2 
'Prench steamers,and which it is to be supposed,is also 
practised towards Spanish steamers that arrive here from 


the United States,and other foreign countries ; and in 


view of the terms of reciprocity upon which the present 


modus vivendi between the United States and Spain is 
founded,I have to ask Y,E,to be pleased to order that 
this communication,with its annexed enclosure,be united 
to my aforesaid representation of the 3Ist ultimo,to the 
end that the said resolution of His Excellency the Inten- 
dant General of Finance,may produce its effects in favor 


of my petition. 


I have the honor,to subscribe myself,with the 
greatest respect,Your Excelleney’s , 
obedient servant, 
(Signed) Ramon 0, Williams. 


Consul General. 


Enélosure No 2 Z 
With Dispatch No. SUL 
Havana, August A “ye80. 
Copy. 
Consulado General de los Estados Unidos 
en la Habana, Agosto 5 de 1889, 
Exmo. Sefior Gobernador General de la Ysla de Cuba, 
etc, etc, etc, 

Excellencia : 

Fn apoyo de mi representacion dirigida & V.E.el 3¢ 
del ppdo.con relacéon & las 44 nmitas montante 4 $5, 15413 


f 


impuestas por la aduana de este puerto & varios vapores 
americanos,tengo el honor de acompafarle adjunto una “ 
pia de la comunicacion que el Sefior Administrador Central 
de Aduanas tuvo 4 bien dirigir en igual easo al Sejior 
Administrador de esta Aduana, con fecha 10 de Julio del 
aiio ppdo.respecto de las maltas de $600.y de $209.18 im 
puestas al capitan del vapor frances “San Germaine? por 
tres bultos pertenecientes & la carga de la Habana,lleva- 
dos por equivocacion & Vera Cruz,y desde al1f devueltos 
& la Habana, cuyas sek dh segun podra observar V,E, fueron 
relevadas al vapor frances poyorden del Exmo,. Sefior Yn- 
tendente General de Hacienda, fundandose esta resolucion 
segun las palabras textuales de aquella alta autoridad : 


“En la equidad, y porqué asi armonizaba la justicia con “2 


las prescripciones de la lay.” 


Y puesto que en mi dicha representacion del 3I del 


ppdo.solo he pedido para los vapores americanos lo que ya 


ye 


por resolucion que caus6 estado ha: sido declarado 4 favor 
de los vapores franceses,y el que es de suponer que tam- 
bien se pratique en tales casos con los Valores Espanoles 
y otros paises estrangeros ; y en vista de los términos 
de reciprocidad en que se funda el actual modus vivendi 
entre los Estados Unidos y Espafia,ruego 4 V.E.por lo tan- 
to,se sirva mandar unir este oficio,con la adjunta copia, 
4 mi antedicha representacion del 3I del ppdo,a fin de 


que la citada resolucion del Exmo.Sefior Yntendente Gener- 


al de Hacienda surta sus efectos en favor de mi solici- 


tude 
Tengo el honor de ser,con el mayor respeto, 
de V.E,atento y seguro servidor, 
QR Be Se M 
(Signed) Ramon 0. Williams 


Consul General. 
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Enclosuré No, ¥ 
With Dispatch Noo (7 // | 


Havana, August 7. P 1889, 
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Translation, 


U,S,. Consulate General at Havana,August 2nd I[889, 


To 


His Excellency, 


the Governor General of the Island of Cuba, 
etc, etc, etc, 


Excellency 3 


The Central Collector of Customs having verbally 


informed Messrs. Hidalgo and Co,of this city,that it is 
his intention to lay an embarro within a few days upon 
some one of the “Ward” line of American steamers running 
betwwen New York and this Island,for the balances amount- 
ing to $34,318.42,alleged to be still owing by that line, 
notwithstanding it has satisfied all charges,as appears 
from the receipts and clearances of the Cienfuegos custom 
house ; therefore,and in case Y.E,should not have receiv- 
ed advice of the fact, 1 consider it to be my duty to in- 
form Y,E,that on the I2th of May last,the Government of 
the United States,protested, through its Legation at Ma- 
drid,before His Excellency the Minister of State of Spain 
not only against the collection of the aforesaid amount 
by the Customs Authorities of this Island,but also agains 
that of the $12,929, 15 said also to be owing by the Brit- 
ish steamers chartered and run by the american firm of 
Messrs. E.Atkins and Co,of Boston, between this last named 


city and Cienfuegos,whilst the representations of the 


2 | one 


Government of the United States in reference thereto,are 


not heard and considered by the Government of Spain. 


Therefore, Excellency,in view of these facts,I can- 
not less than solicit in the name of my Government, that 
in the exerciserof your faculties as Superior Authority 
of this Island, Y.E,may be pleased to give the necessary 
orders for the stay of the proceedings of embargo an- 
nounced by the Central Collector of Customs against the 
“Ward” line of American steamers, and against the, proper- 
ty of Messrs, EB, Atkins and Co,of Bostone 

I have the honor to be,with the greatest respect, 

Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 
(Signed) Ramon 0, Williams, 


Consul General. 
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Enclesure Ne. 7 


With Dispatch No // A) 


Havana, August %/ ve 1889, 
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Copy. 


Habana, Agosto 2 de 1889, 


Exmo, Sefor Gobernader General de la Isla de Cuba, 


etcy etc, 

Excelencia 

Habiendo manifestado verbalmente el Sor, Administra-— 
dor central de Aduanas 4 los Sres. Hidalgo y Ca, de esta 
plaza que es su intencion poner dentro de pocos dias un 
enbargo sobre alguno de los vapores de la Linea americana 
de “Ward” que hace la carrera entre Nueva York y esta 
Isla por los alcances de $34, 318,42, que se dice estar * 
aun debiendo esa linea 4 pesar de haber satisfeche todos 
gus adeudes segun consta de los recibos y del despacho 
de aquella Aduana; y por si acaso V.E, no tuviese aun co- 
nocimiento del hecho,considero que es de mi deber parti- 
ciparle que con fecha IZ de Mayo del presente afio el Go- 
bierne de los Estados Unidos ha protestado por medio de 
su Legacion en Madrid ante el Exmo, Sor. Ministro de Es- 
tado:.de Espajyia no ikke onxtes el cobro de la citada can- 
tidad por las autoridades aduaneras de la Isla siné tam 
bien centra el de los $12,929.15. que tambien se dice que- 
dan debiende los vapores ingleses que tenia fletades la 
casa de comercio anericana de los Sres, E, Atkins y Ca. 
de Boston,para la carrera entre esta dltima nombrada a: 
oindeai la de bits il tc a no sean oidas y enna j 
deradas las accrues: del Gobierno bad St Estados 


Asi es Excelencia, en vista de lo arriba relatado, 
yo no puedo ménos que solicitarle en nombre de mi Gobier- 
no,que en uso de sus facultades como Autoridad Superior 
de esta Isla,se sirva V.E, dar las oportunas 6rdenes para 
la suspension del procedimiento de embargo anunciado por 


el Sor, Administrador Central de Aduanas contra de los 


vapores americanos de “Ward” y contra las propiedades de 


los Sres. Atkins y Ca. de Boston. 


Tengo el honor de ser,con el mayor respeto,de V.£, 


atento y seguro servidor, 
Qe Be S. Me 


(firmado) Ramon. 0, Williams. 


Consul General, 
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Enclosure Nosfy 


With Dispateh No. 1024, 
HAVANA, September 7th 1889, 
Extract from M®,Williams’ dispateh to the Department of 
State, No,84,November 26th 189% 
. x x 

Formerly invoices were exclusively authenticated in 
triplieate, but sinee the system of shipping calcnad 
for transportation without appraisement from ports of en- 
try to interior places of the United States,as provided 
by the Act of June [0th I880, over three quarters of the 
invoices presented at this Consulate for authentication 
are made in quadruplicate. This may appear a trifling 
detail,but when it is taken into consideration, that upon 
‘at least two days of every week an average number of fif- 
ty invoices are presented,and that nearly forty of them 
are made out in quadruplicate,it will readily be pereeiv- 
ed how eonsiderable is the mere manual labor of preparing 
them for my examination and signature,whieh is done by 
the clerical foree of the office,under the supervision 
of the Consular Clerk. Each invoiee has to be numbered = 
with its eorresponding eonsecutive number affixed in 
three places on each shéet,to wit: on the face of the in- 
voice, in the body of the consular eertificate,and in the 
gedevermen’. for the Colleetor, and although accuracy and 
considerable relief and saving of ‘time is effected by the 


oe use of a 2 numbering machine, yet, for a triplicate opye tae. 


bora ‘the number has to be “repeated nine tines, and for a quad— 
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ruplieate,twelve times. Each sheet has also to be stamp- 
ed or sealed,and I then affix my signature to each fhe 
duplicate sheetof a triplicate invoice,or the duplieate 
and quadruplicate sheets of a quadruplicate invoice are 
then ready for Aeliver#¥o the shipper or his elerk. 

The copies intended for the various collectors,often at 
ten and twelve different places,require to be folded,a 
deseriptive list aeeording to forms 142 and 143, made of 
them for each Collector,every list requiring another sig- 
nature,and the invoices put up in envelopes properly ad- 
dressed,sealed and mailed, All of these various opera- 
tions for the dispateh of invoices,have to be performed 
generally on the day of the steamer’s sailing,within a few 
hours,and oftentimes even a few minutes before the clos-’, 
ing of the mail. — x — x — # Very little time can be 
spared for the elose serutiny and examination of invoices 
but as the merchandise shipped is principally such as 
pays specific duties in the United States,the number of 
shippers comparitively few and regular,and well known , 
such @¢xamination is in eee cases but a cursory and su- 
perficial one. a we Jt + 


Very respectfully, éte, 


(Signed) Ramon 0, Williams, 
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Enclosure Nosy 
With Dispatch No. 1024, 
HAVANA, September 7th 1889. 
Extract from Mr. Williams’ dispatch to the Department of 
State, No.908. January 22nd [889, 
“ies x x 

The signing of those documents, (invoices) is con- 
fined principally to Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fri- 
days and Saturdays. If we consider,excluding Sundays and 
holidays,that there are 300 working days in the year, 
the daily quotient of signatures would cauat about I5I 
documents ae each one of the five mentioned days of the 
week, These documents are presented at the Consulate all 
through the business hours of the day by the elerks or 


porters of the shipping houses as their eonvenienge dice. 


tates,and they have to be despatched at onee by the Con- 
sulate in order to facilitate the business of the port 
with the United States. The fixing of certain hours for 
their despateh, wovld be productive of inconvenience to 
the shippers and_thereby bikes out complaints. Hence 

the necessity of their prompt despatch after inspection, 
numeration and recording in the Consulate. The result 
is,that under the present secant personnel of she Consul 
ONG; vhnt the principal officer, as well as the Ft alah 


form their duties ina hurried and rushing way,and not 


in the quiet and thoughtful manner becoming the despstch 


of public business. 


on. Soh neonate x x 
“Signed eh 0, Williams, 
: | ene General : 
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Enelesgure No, I. 
~ With Dispatch to. AVPAS _ 


HAVANA ,September ASE 1889, 
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No, 908, U.S. Consulate General 
at Havana,January 22nd 1889, 
Hon: George L, Rives, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. D.C, 
sir :- 

Inasmuch as no action has yet been taken by the 
Department upon my request made some three years ago for 
the appointment of another clerk to this office,I beg 
now to present the subject again to its sd ti darnkdiott. 
accompanying in its su;port a covy of my dispatch No.337 
ofthe 13th January I886,wherein I expressed the reasons 
in general,upon which the said request was founded. 

In presenting the subject anew,I have to observe, 
that instead of any of the reasons mentioned in my said 
dispatch for the increase of the clerical force of this 
office having diminished, they have,in fact, increased a- 
pace with the growing dependence of this Island upon then 
market of the United States for the sale of its sugar 
cane products ; the beet-root sugar having ,as I have 
often mentioned in my reports to the Department, quite 


excluded them from the markets of Europe,thereby forcing 


them to the market of the United States,as the only one 


now left open to them in the world’s conmerce. 


As will be seen,I reported @n the Idéth of January , 
1886, that the number of invoices certified in this con- 
sulate had increased from 4,943 in the year 1883 to 6492 
invoices in I[885, And, 1 have now to report that the 
invoices have reached the number of 8195 in the year just 
finished of I888,or say they have increased(8195-4943- 
3252) to a percentage of nearly two thirds more upon the 
year 1885, 

The invoices eertified in this Consulate for mer- 
chandise carried direct to the ports of entry,such ag 
New York, Key West,and New Orleans,are made out in sets 
of three,or in triplicate. Those for merchandise intend 
ed for entry in the interior ports of the United States, 
or other sea ports when not going direct,under the act 
of June [0th 1880 for immediate transportation,are most- 
ly made @n sets of four or in quadruplicate ; but the 
circumstances of the transit sometimes necessitate the 
making ef these in sets of five and even six copies to 
the invoice,or in quintuple and sextuple. 

For ET Pe for San Franeisco,Cal: and 
western cities for shipments made from here via New Or- 
leans in vessels touching at Key West,require five and 
six to the set. Therefore,upon the supposition that they 
will average four to the set,this would involve for the 
signing of invoice sheets alone, (8195 XA ) -.- 2,780 
signatures ; then with descriptive lists for “) 


Collectors in the United States, ) 2,900 


Debenture certificates, . . I, 200 
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Total of signatures to shipping documents, yearly, 56,530 

But in addition , all the other services mentioned 
in my dispatch No.337,have likewise increased in about 
the same ratio obtained by the comparison made of the 
number of invoices with that of I[888, Therefore,I con:- 
clude that the Consul General has now to sign about 
$8,000 during the year,there being besides upwards of 
$000 signatures made to printed communications addressed 
to the local authorities asking for leaves of departure 
of American vessels and of passengers,which I delegate t 
to Mr. Springer, the Consular Clerk and Viee Consul Gener- 
al.- 

The Department,as its archives will show,is doubt= 
less aware that there must be a great deal of diplomatic 
or quasi-diplomatie work done by this Consulate General 
which is not similarly performed by the Consulates Gen- 
eral of the United States in London,Paris,or Rio de Ja- 
neiro ; for in each of those cities our Government has 
its established Legation.- And in any questions arising 
in those countries in regard to American vessels, inter- 
pretation of treaties,or of a modus vivendi,er regarding 
American interests in general,and affecting naturalized 
American citizens,the Consuls General in those cities 
have not to call upon the authorities there,or Pa eS 
correspondence with them,or with the Department upon such 
subjects,or to translate the offieial correspondence con- 
nected therewith. For in all such eases, those labers 


will be performed by our Legation at London,Paris or Rio, 


But,in the case of this Consulate Ceneral,the Minister 


corresponding to it,does not reside in Havana, but in Ma- 
drid, some 4000 miles away :-therefore,without even ap- 
pealing to the correspondence on file in the Department 
evidence of this fact,it must be manifest at first glance 
that a great amount of work belonging exclusively to our 
Legation in Spain,is,from the necessity of the great dis- 
tance seperating Havana from Madrid,really performed by 
this office. 

It occurs most every day in this Gonsulate,that the 
prineipal officer finds himself engaged almost simulta- 
neously in the signing of shipping documents,and in the 
making of lengthy translations,and in the composition of 
ef dispatches and reports for the Department in addition 
to attendance upon his other duties,having besides often 
to make personal calls upon the authorities . This con- 
stant interruption to whieh he is in consequence subjéct- 
ed,cannot otherwise than act to the prejudice of the prop- 
er performance of his duties to the Government. The sign- 
ing of those deoeuments is confined principally te Tues- 
days, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays. If we 
consider ,excluding Sundays and holidays,that there are 
$00 working days in the year,the daily quetient would 

GBS8O00. me | 
equal ( $00 ) er 126 X 5 or I5I--doeuments for each one 
of the five mentioned days of the week, These decuments 
are presented at the Consulate all through the business 
heurs of the day by the elerks or porters ef the shipping 
houses as their convenience dietates, and they have to be 


dispatched at once by tne Consulate.;in order to facili- 


tate the business of the port with the United States, 
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The fixing of eertain hours for their dispateh, would be « 


produetive of inconvenienge to the shippers and thereby 
bring out ecomplaints. Henee the necessity of their prompt 
dispatch after inspeetion,numeration and recording in 

the Consulate. The result is,under the present secant 
personnel of the Consulate,that the principal officer,as 
well as the elerks,perform their duties in a hurried and 
rushing way,and not in the quiet and thoughtful manner 
becoming the dispateh of publie business. 

With the view of facilitating the consideration of 
this subject by the Department,I enelose,herewith,a State 
ment compiled from official seurces,of the imports and 
exports of the United States to and from the principal 
South and Central American eountries, showing as well a 
comparison of thé products and expenses of the other Con 
sulates and Agencies in the Island with those of the Con- 
sulate General,as likewise of the latter with the U.S. 
consulates General at London,Paris,and Rio,at each of 
which as stated,our Government has its well appointed 
Legation. It will be perceived from this Statementthat 
the commerce of the United States with the Island of Cuba, 
is greater than that with Brazil,the first amounting to 
$61,519,950, and the second to $48,448,478,- Likewise it 


will be seen that it is even larger than the joint trade 


of the United States with all the South and Central Amer- 
iean Spanish countries, ineluding the trade of Perte Rico 


and the Island of Hispaniola : for the summing of the 
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conmerce of the United States with the Argentine Republic 
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Chile, Central America, Colombia, Hayti,Santo Demingo,Peru, 
Venezuela, Uraguay,and Porto Rieo,give in their totality 
$60,967,414 against that with the Island of Cuba of 
$61,519,950, - It will also be found that all the other 
Consular officers of this Island have an annual deficit. 
amounting jointly nearly equal te the surplus arising 
from this Consulate General. The comparison may also be 
extended to mang countries in Europe with analogous ef- 
fect.-For instance,the joint import and export trade of 
the United States with Austria, Italy and Spain, amount 
only to $ 57,864,4II against that with the Island of 
Cuba ef $ 61,519,950. And when compared with Russia of 
$ 15,145,620, that with Cuba exceeds it by upwards of 
four times ; the latter beinr more of than three times 
greater, too,than that with Mexieo of $ 18,425,595 ,and 
it is also even larger than the joint annual trade of the 
United States with Belgium, the Netherlands, Sweden, Norway, 
for when added together the sum of the annual trade of 
the United States with these four European countries, 
amounts to but . $ 61,257,691 
against that with Cuba of : ; ; * 61,519,950 

In conclusion,I beg to accompany,also,printed report 
of the late Hon: Frederick T,. Frelinghuysen, former Secret- 
ary of State, upen this subject, taken from Ex: Dee: No. I2I 
House of Representatives, 48th Congress, Ist Session. 

I am ,sir, Very respectfully, 


- Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) Ramon 0, Williams. 


_ Consul General. — 
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COPY.efEnelesure with dispateh Ne, 908, Jan 22 ,1889, 


No. 537, U.S. Comsulate General. 

at Havana, January Idsth 1886, 
Hen: James D,Perter, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, Be Wy 


With special reference to the conversation I had the 
honor to néla with you on my visit to the Department in 
October last,in suppert of my verbal request for the ap- 
pointment of anether consular elerk to this effice to fill 
the place left vacant by the transfer of the late very 
efficient Consular Clerk,Mr. Joseph A. Raphel,te the Con- 
sulate at Berdeaux,I new beg to present this subject of- 
ficially to your eensideration. 

As must already be patent te the Department,the bu- 
siness ef this office is new meh larger than at any fer- 
mer period of its exisgence.- The following partial data 
will give you a clue te the inerease of its general busé< 
ness during the last three yearse 

From January Ist [883 to December 3Ist of the same 
year the number of inveiees dispatehed in this ‘cpeies 
for the Varted States, was « 4,943, 


During the same Reise oe 18684, pane number was, tm 


thus shewing by cemparisen an increase ef nearly ene- 
third”; all the other operations ef the office having 
likewise inereased in the meantime at about the same rate- 
When it is remenbered that each inveice has three er feur 
copies,and in some instances even. five,in accordance as 

it is fer the port of diseharge or for transit te seme 
ether port in the United States,we will perceive at once 


that frem this serviee alone there are over 20,000 offi- 


cial sagnatures ef the Censul General per annum Then 
with debenture certificates, bills ef health, descriptive 
lists ef inveices fer the different Collecters ,tegether 
with the many other documents presented te the lecal 
authérities in applicatiens ef American vessels and Amer- 
iean citizens visiting here on business er pleasure, or 

in the service of our many naturalized eitizens ef Cubam- 
birth residing in this eity, I estimate that the tetal 
number ef official signatures eannet be less than 25,000 — 
per year. The signing ef these decuments by the Censul 
General, after inspection,numeration,and entry by the 
clerks,is dene threugheut all the effice heurs,and theugh 
this werk is merely elerical,still it is suffieient te 
keep all the sreuent ferce ef the secomting division of 
the Censulate fully eceupied during a great part of ore 
day. Often, teo,much ef the time of the Censul General 
is taken wp in listening te the complaints of sailors | 
afainst masters or efficers ef vessels,or viee-versa, and 
in the attempt te concilate these differences or ad- 
judge them Alse in answering questiens er at attending 


to consultations ef people whe call at the office fer — 
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information ef all kinds,as well as of replying te letterd 
received by every mail from the United States,-in the 
manner of a general intelligence office. 

Likewise,as the Department is already aware,one of t 
the seiucss flewing frem the ehanges of the channels ef 
the world’s sugar trade ef late years,has been te ferce 
the Island to expert nearly all its preducts te the U.S. 
fer sale. And as ecensular duties here are mostly coen- 
nected with the Island’s export businesgs,we have as a 
consequence, the cerresponding fact that nearly all the 
consular werk ef this impertant pert is new perfermed in 
this effice,while the Censulates general of Great Béitain 
France,and Bermany,have searcely anything te do. 

Deubtless,too,the Department will have ebserved the 
large ameunt ef quasi-diplomatie wove performed by this 
Consulate ,as a correlative te the ehanged ecenemic sta- 
tus ef this Island. 

The Island @f Cuba, being in faect,the principal point 
ef contact and intersection between the commercial sys- 
tems ef the United States and Spain,and questions aris- 
ing almest daily between the Island efficials and Amer- 
ican interests, the latter have te be leoked after under 
instructien ef the Department by the U.S. Censul General 
at Havana,and this, tee, in the absence ef a medern treaty 
adequate te the present very intimate relations between 
the two eountries. In censequence, this effice has te 
hold net enly frequent interviews with the autherities, 


but has 60 carry en Pikewise,meh correspondence beth 


with the government of the Island as well as with the 


Department ef State, ineluding in this,the making ef 
lengthy translations frem Spanish inte English and vice- 
versa. In this partieular,I infer that the Havana Censul- 
ate General must effer te the ebservation ef the Depart- 
ment,a remarkable contrast in comparison with eur Censul- 
ates general at Londen, Paris, Berlin, Vienna, and StiPeters- 
burg ; fer in these cities all questions arising between 
Ameriean claimants and the autherities ,will surely be 
cared for by our Ministers at thea ceourts,in accord 
with the terms ef recent and well defined treaties, with- 
eut the Consul General in either of these places having ~ 
te interfere at all,whilst here,our Minisgfer being in 
Madrid, the questions in Cuba,develve upen the Censul Gen: 
Iiven when their final settlement is net here attained,at 
least their preper initiatien must be made by him prepar- 
atory te their presentation by the Department, through eur 
Legatien,te the Madrid Gevernment. 

Mr, Raphel was net transferred te Berdeaux, because 
the services ef a Censular Clerk were mere needed there 
than here, but because of his ewn application,-based upen 

\ 
the belief that the change ef climate would help him to 
recever his health, and te whieh the Department acceded 
in eonsideration ef his geod record, sending gut as his 
substitute, Mv$sehn B,Hay,who arrived here en January 4th 
I88I,but ewing to a mental illness,returned en the I8th 


ef the same menth. 


The Department afterwards attempted te fill the plae 


again,sending this time, Censular Clerk Mr. Frank C, Zimmer-_ 


mann,whe after a few days stay,as I understand,became _ 


disgusted with Havana and returned home,when he presented 


his resignation te the Department,withdra’ing from the 


serviee. Since then, the position left by Mr. Raphel is 


still un=-filled by the Department. 
x x x x 
Very respectfully, ete, 
(Signed) Ramon 0. Williams. 


Censul General. 
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HAVANA, September AS 1889, 
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COPY of Enclosure with Dispateh Nes908.Jan’y 22nd 1889, 
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ASTATEMENT, compiled from 
Ex:De e:House of Representatives,49th Congress, 1886, - 
prepared by the Bureau of Statisties,under the direction 
ef the Secretary ef the Treasury ; and from the Register 


of the Department of State,and annual report of Fifth 


Auditor of the Treasury,for year I888, 
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Imports and exports to and from U.S. $ 9,747,992 
Expense of diplomatie and ecensular service 


in that eountry,above receipts; 12,194, 
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BRAZI Ie 


Imports and exports ; $48,448,748, 


Diplomatic and eénsular expense, 15,746, - 
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OHS 4-8 


Imports and exports,. -$ 3, 166, 451, 


Dip: . and. Cons: — eee : me I7, 813. _— 
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Imports and exports ne gage $ 8,428, 155, 


Dipl: and Cons: exp: doce seen hs 22,805, - 
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COLUMBIA, 
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Imports and exports. | $ 8,489,378 
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Imperts and experts.. ' : $ 8,371,773. 


Dipl: and Cons: exp: : he 6, 882, - 
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Imports and experts, S 1.777. 177% 


Dip; and Cons: exp: . , . 16, 662, - 
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VENEZUELA. 
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Imperts and experts. $ 8,524,454. 


Dip : and Cons: exp: : , ; 10, 425. - 


URAGUAY. 
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Imperts and experts. $ 6,156,924. 


Dipl: and Coens: exp: ° °  7,840,- 
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Im-erts and experts. $ 6,305, II3, 


Dipl: and Cens: exp: : R : : 2, 126, ~ 
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CUBA. 


Imperts and experts. $61,519,950, 
Expense ef Consular service. ity 
HAVANA, Consul General $6, 000, - 

Consular Clerk “I, 200, - 


‘Glerk hire, = *I, 600, - 


Centing: Exp: “3, 069, - 
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HAVANA, Expenses, $11, 869, - 
Fees re@eived, . $22,073, 50 


surplus receipts ever expenses, $10,204, 50 


ee ees pera EN SEES ome OD ee 8 ome el OE SEES sane aot Ee Gee ee ee ee Ee ee ee ee ee es eo oe, ee pe Oe ee 


MATANZAS, Censul $3, 000, - 
Clerk * 400, - 


Contingent Exp:* 708.-— $4,108 


Fees reeeived $ 810,- 810, 


Ameunt ef expemses ever reeeipts, $ 3,298. - 
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CIENFUEGOS, Censul $2, 500, - 
Clerk, 400, - 


Contingent Exp:*) "6%6,- $3,516, 


Fees received, “I, 090, ~ 


——— A me ne 


Ameunt ef expenses over receipts, $2,426, - 


SANTIAGO Censul $2, 500, - 
de 
CUBA. Clerk, « 300,- 


Contingent Exp:* 578.- $3,378.- 


Fees reeeived, * 903.- * 9036, 


Ameunt ef expenses over receipts, $2,475.- 
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Saguai Cemm’l Agent $2,000,- 
Clerk ; * 400,- 


Centingent Exp:* 391,- $2,79I1.- 
n: —<---— ke SGN Phaee 
Fees reeeived, * 502, 50 
Amount ef expenses éver reeeipts, «$2, 288, 50 


BARACOA and REMEDIOS, Centingent Expenses $ 164.- 


Total expenses of the Censular serv-ice in Cuba, $ 44'7, — 
Expense of Consulates and Ageneies $10,651, 50 


Surplus at HAVANA Censulate Gen: “10, 204, 50 


H AVANA, Censul General $6, 000,- 
Consular Clerk, “I, 200,- 
Clerk hire “I, 600, - 


Contingent *“3,069,- $11,869, - 


Fees reeeived. “22, 073, 50 


SO eet Sy 


Amount ef receipts ever expenses, $10,204, 50 


LONDON, Censul General $6,000, - 
Clerk hire “T, 600, - 
Contingent “3,440.- $II,000,- 
Fees reeeived 70, 167, ‘75 
Amount of reeeipts ever expenses $38, 127, 75 
PARIS." Oohmul. Gemeta) $6,000,- 
Clerk hire *I, 600, - 
2 Cens: Clerks “2, 400,-~- 
Centingent “4,275.- $14, 275.- 


Fees reecived $61,501, 75 


Ameunt ef weceipts ever expenses $47, 226, 75 
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RIO de JANEIRO, 
Censul General $6,000, - 
Clerk hire “I, 600, - 
Centingent *1877.- $9,477.- 


Fees received “3, 366, 


Ameunt ef expenses ever receipts, 
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HAVANA , September A8 — 1889, 
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COPY, 
No, 9II, U.S. Consulate General at Havana,Jan’ry 29’ 89, 
Hon: George I. Rives, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington. a 


As supplementary to my despatch Ne.908 of the 22nd 
instant,I beg to enclose a Statement of the number of 
invoices certified at this Consulate General from the 
year 1863 to I888, inclusive, showing the annual increase, 

Very respectfully, 
Yeur obedient servant, 
(signed) Ramon 0, Williams. 


Consul General. 
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COPY eof Enelosure with Dispatch No. QII. 
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Janry 29 1889, 
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NUMBER of invoices authenticated at the U.S. Consulate 


Gemeral at Havana,from June I863 ; and number of American 


Vessels arrived annually at said port.- 


Thomas Savage,Aeting C. Gen: 
William T, Minor, 


Censul General, 


H.R. de la Reintrie, 

Vice Consul General. 
E. Le Plumb, 

Consul General. 
Themas Biddle, 


Consul General. 
A. T, A. Torbert, 

Consul General. 
Henry C. Hail’, 


Consul General. 


1879, 


Number of 


Invoices. -Vessels 


1863 
6 months Ai 270, 


1864, #4, 2, 026, 
1865, 3,'702. 
1866, 3,735, 
1867, 2, 867. 
1868, 
1869, 3,902. 
1870, 4,175, 
I87I, 
1872, 
1873, 
1874, 
1875, 


1876, 


1878, 


2s 


Henry C,. Hall, 1880, 
Iss, 
Adam Badeau, 1882, 
Censul General. 1883, 
Ramon 0. Williams, 1884, 
Censul General, 1885, 
1886, 
1887, 
1888, 

1889, to September 28th, inclusive, 


diccdpip-acasecn sare heh eieta ian -ok 


3,464, 
3,630. 
4,406, 
47943, 
5, 456, 
6,492, 
6,982, 
7,399, 
8,195. 


6, 668, 


646, 
563, 
556, 
520. 
475. 
463, 
508 

438, 
510, 


g94, 


Enelosure No. = Soman 


With Dispatch No. C7 AG: 
HAVAWN Aw September AO — 1889, 


COPY, 
Wo, 913. U.S. Consulate General at Havana,FPeb’y Ist I889, 
Hon: George lL. Rives, 
Assistant. Secretary of State, 
Washington, De C. 

Sir: 

With io Posie to my despatches numbers 908, and 
9II of the 22nd and 29th. ultimo in relation to the 
increase of elerical force in this Consulate General, 
I now beg to inform you that the number of sets of 


invoices despatched by it during the month of January 


~ 


~~ 


just closed has reached-—------—-~--~-~-—-----~-—- T9 3. 
against the same period last year of ---------696, 
Difference-———-—-——--~ —-—~-—-— ~~ ——~-—--— — -— ~~ --- = 97, 


Or an increase in the first month of 1889, over the same 


month of I888 of very near I4 per cent. 


I am, Sir, 


Very respectfully, 
Your obedient Servant, 
(signed) Ramon 0, Williams. 


Censul General. 
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Enelesure Ne. ree 


With dispateh Ne. SOAG - 


AS? 
HAVANA, September 1889, 


U.S. Consulate General 
at Havana, Nevember 26th 1884, 
lien: Jehn Davis, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washingten. Dr. OC. 
X X 


Clerk-Hire Expense. 


Until I865,the expense ef previding suitable and 
efficient elerieal service, was a charge upen the Censul 
General,and I learn it was alse customary at that time 
fer him te allew the Vice Censul,whe then perfermed the 
duties of Chief Clerk,er sueh as are new perfermed by the 
Consular Clerk, the sum ef $2,000.-er ene third ef his em 
salary. Other elerical service was previded fer by the 
small allewance made for a time te the Censulate by the 
Navy Department ef abeut $500, per annum, by an allewance 
frem the Pest Office Department,which ceased in 1877,-ef 
$800, per annum,and by the receipts frem un-efficial,fees 

In 1865 some relief under this head,was fer the firs 
time afferded to the Censul General,by the TO oe ae 


ef a Consular Clerk,at the salary ef $1,000.;but even 


this salary being reeegnized as an inadequate cempensas— 


tien fer the duties and positieon,was increased by the 
payment of $400. annually by the Censul General,and that 
sum has been regularly allowed te the Censular Clerks in 
additien te the salary paid by the Gevernment ,by my pre- 
decessers, Consuls General Minor,Plumb, Biddle, Terbert and 
Hall. Besides this allowance, they were frequently 
paid sums fer extra and exceptional services,such as the 
execution ef a commnission,preparation ef ceopies,ever tims 

At this peint I desire te state that in considera- 
tien ef the leng and experienced services of Mr. Jeseph 
A. Springer,the Consular Clerk,he having been cennected 
with this Consulate almest un-interruptedly since I864, | 
I have entrusted te him the execution of the netarial 
and clerical business of the effice,and allew him one- 
half ef the fees received fer such services,in lieu ef 
the $400,.-extra compensation fermerly paid him 

In 1867,the ameunt paid by the Censul fer extra 
clerk hire,and extra effice rent ever the sum allowed, was 
ever $3,200,per annum, besides whieh $1,000. was allewed 
fer a Censu lar Clerk, 

In 1868,the annual expense of extra glerk hire and 
rent,te be berne by the Censul General alone,was at the 
rate,for a time,of ever $4,500, per annun, but during this 
year as the Censulate ef Mexice,and alse ofNorway, were 
in temperary charge ef the United States Censul Generai, 
a larger elerical force was necessary. : 
In. 1869, this expense Ws the Censul General was at 


the rate ef about $2,500, This decrease was due te hav- 


ane changed the location of the office and secured reoms 


ee 
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at a less rent,and alse reduced the eleriecal foree,. 

In I871I,Gen:Torbert recenmended the appointment of 7 
anether Consular Clerk,and a further albewance of $3,000, 
per annum-.to be expended fer extra elerk—hire and expen- 
ses ef the Censulate, which if allewed,would have made the 
expense to the fevernment ef $5,200. fer elerks. 

In 1872,the appeintment of anether consular clerk 


assigned te duty at Havana, further relieved the strain 


upen the Censul General,and the ameunt then paid was at 


— 


abeut $1,500.per annum. 

In 1874,by Instruetion ef the Department Ne. 77 Oct: 
28th °74,accerding te its Cireular Ne.6I,the sum ef $2, 00 
was allewed to the Havana Censulate by Act ef June [Ith 
1874, fer extra clerk-hire: Mr.Hall,then Consul General, 
reported having empleyed an extra clerk at $1,500. and 
proposed to allew the Consular Clerks each $500.in addi- 
tien te what they reeeived,whieh he eensidered insuffi- 
cient fer their suppert and requested that the alhewance 
fer extra clerk hire be made $2,500, This plan was 
net appreved by the Department, whieh censidered that the 
eensular clerks had salaries already fixed by law. 

The Department. ,hewever, appreved the payment ef the 
salary ef $1,500, and the sum ef $509, additienal te be 
exp emded fer the same ebject. 

In August I877,the sum ef $800. per annum whieh had 
been allewed by the Pest Offiee Department fer services 


in comnection with the reeeipt and dispateh ef mails, was 


diseentinued,whieh further deereased the means at the 


dispe@al ef the Censul General, fer the payment ef extra 
clerical assistance. 

In Nevember 1880, Censular Clerk Raphel, was transfers 
ed te Berd¢aux,and since that time there has been but ene 
regular Censular Clerk statiened here,Mr. Jeseph A. Spring- 
er, Mr.Hay,whe eame te replace Mr. Raphel,remaining but a 
few weeks, 

It will thus be seen from the feregeing statement 
that the salaries ef twe censular clerks and the allevw- 
ance fer elerk hire frem I[874,until quite reeently was 
an expense te the Gevernment ef ar 
Salaries ef twe censular elerks whe had each ) 
served five years, . ° ; $2, 400, - 
Allewance fer extra elerk hire, . — 2, 000, 

Tetal, $4,400, 

The Censul General eentinued te pay an additien ef 
$400, per annum each te the salary ef the Censular Clerk 
eut ef his ewn ineemw, 

The aetual expense at present ef the eRkerieal feree 
ef this effiee is as fellews:—- 


Salary ef Censular Clerk, ‘ : $1, 200, 


Allewanee fer extra elerk hire, os @ E800, 


$2,800, 
x x x 
I respeetfully submit that I de net think it eeuld 
have been intended by the Gevernment that the Censul’s 
General ewn salary sheuld be enecreached upen by the pay- 


ment ef aetual and necessary e¢lerk hire fer the Censulate 


and beg that the faet may be taken inte censideratien 


that the present elerieal @mpenise is $1,600, less than 
the ameunt allewed fer a number ef years past fer that 
purpese te this Censulate General ; that the neeessity e* 
ef sueh srtice has net decreased, but en the eentrary in 
inereased,and therefere,I de net think the sum ef $2,500, 
te be tee large an ameunt te pay te experieneed andtrust 
werthy American clerks in a eceuntry where the danger and 
disadvantages ef residenee ,in elimate and expense, are 


se well knewn te the Department. - 


x ~~ x x x 


I have the hener,te be, Sir, 


Very respeetfully, 
Yeur Obedient Servant, 
(Signed) Ramen 0. Williams. 


Gensul General. 


Enclosure No. a 
With dispatch Ne. 1OAG = 
HAVANA, September Ad “889. 


COPY ef enclosure with Dispatch Ne, 84, Nov: 26th 1884, 

Consul General ¢.J.Helm,under date ef Nov’ rz9th ’58 
and quoting the language ef his predecesser,called the ..' 
attentien ef the Departmentte the importance of the du- 
ties ef the Consul General,and the fact,that by the pe- 
culiar cireumstances ef the relations of Cuba to Spain, 
his pesition was rather that of Chargé d’Affaires,and 
the duties assimilating themselves te those of that ef- 
ficer greater than are performed by most of our Resident 
Ministers abroad. 

Also the excessive cost ef living and heuse rent. 

As to the business of the office he considered, that 
even with two experienced clerks,in addition to the Vice 


Consul, the clerical force was inadequate,and estimated 


the amount for expenses paid by the Consul General him 


self? over that alhowed by the Gevernment at $4,000, - and 
recommended that ithe salary be increased te $7,500,- 
equal to that paid at London and Liverpool,and $2,500, 
be allowed for a vice censul. 

In a later dispatch, March 1859, Mr. Helm informed the 
Department that the cost ef living se far exceeded his 
salary,that he could net afford te keep his family by hnim 
and about a month later,announeing his departure on leave 


he trusts that the salary may be increased te cover the 
actual necessary expenses ef the incumbent. 


Again,in May 1860,Mr,Helm recurs te the subject, and 
after detailing the yéir CedatMel ti Par ieon, Ineariens and 
complex duties imposed upon the Censul General by the 
exigencies of his position; the inability te compete so- 
cially with his eolléanuds ead ether officials of rank, 
the demand upon his time, the insufficiency of a elerical 
ferce to keep up the records of the Consulate as required 
by law;etc, suggests a reerganization of the effice, a 
division of its laber,in such ree that the princi- 


pal commercial part thereof shall be performed by a sub- 


ordinate officer at a salary of $2,500.-an allowance of 


$2,500. for elerk hire,and a further allowance of $2,500, 
for a eonsular residence.4-- 


x x 


Enelesure Ho. - ‘o iis , 


With dispatch No. Aig 


Extracts frem a communication from the Secretary ef 

State in relatien te the consular service, 
Department of State. 
Washingten,March 20th 1884, --— 


ra ba Bas 
CONSULAR SERVICE. 


VICE-CONSULS’ COMPENSATION. 


At every post there should be a vice-consul to undertake the duties 
of the consul during the absence of the latter. This officer is now paid 
out of the consul’s salary; he is usually a native of the country in which 
he is officially located, and is sometimes employed as a clerk in the con- 
sulate, although, in many instances, where a sufficient allowance for 
clerk hire is made, the services of young Americans have been secured. 
It is evident that it would be to the advantage of the service that this 
should always be done. No reason, however, is seen why the consul, 
who is justly entitled to certain rest and recreation, and at reasonable 
intervals to visit his home, should do so at the expense of half his salary 
during his absence. 

The consul is held for the faults of his subordinates ; but if law or 
regulation allows him leave of absence, the rule does not seem to be 
just which fines him to the extent of half his salary during such per- 
mitted absence. The deduction of.one-half of the salary now author- 
ized is often a prohibition of leave, and if to this is added the cost of 
traveling home and back, when the leave is coupled with permission to 
visit the United States it is often too heavy a loss to bear under the 
present salaries. As no such loss is imposed upon other officers of the 
Government, there seems to be no good reason why an officer in the 
consular service should thus suffer, he being under circumstances pe- 
culiarly disadvantageous. He is prohibited from engaging in trade 
abroad, is far removed from his native land and friends, and thus soon 
loses business opportunities at home. His social, political, and busi- 
ness influence is quickly destroyed or greatly lessened; he must be 
separated from his family, or incur great expense in their transporta- 
tion, and in short he does not receive that which Congress has said he 
should receive for his year’s service, even though his leave be confined 
to the limit fixed by statute. 

It is recommended, therefore, that an appropriation be made for the 
payment of vice- consular officers for services rendered during the 
authorized absence of their principals, such absence with pay being 

restricted as now to sixty days in any one year, and the time required 
to make the transit to and from the United States when permitted by 
the Secretary of State so todo. It is proper to add, however, that it 
has not been, and is not now, the practice of the Department to grant 
a leave of absence to each consul every year, and, in fact, absence is 
only permitted upon the presentation of good reasons therefor. 


x ¥ 2 
CLERKS. 


The question of clerical assistance at a sula 
properly be considered in connection with the questi 
of vice-consuls, as the principal clerk in a con: 
be the vice-consul, and his pay as clerk should be sufficient compensa- 
rowel when increased by the allowance given him during the consul’s| 
absence. 

The proper keeping of the books, and preservation of the records and _ 
a archives of a consulate, render clerical assistance in almost all of them | 


an imperative necessity, and in several countries it is absolutely essen- 
tial that the consul should have some one in the consulate who under- 
_ stands the language of the country. Such a clerk would render efficient — 
service in every consulate, besides insuring the regular and methodical 
execution of detail consular work. A liberal allowance to consuls for 
the purpose would greatly benefit the service, save the Department of 
‘State much unnecessary work, and insure uniformity in the keeping of 
consular records, | 
With a fair salary, it is probable that the services of young Ameri- 
cans could be secured, and the training thus received by them wonld 
furnish a valuable stock to draw upon, for the purpose of filling the con- 
sular offices with trained men. No consulate should be without a clerk 
to keep the office during the consul’s absence, for in the performance of 
his duties the consul must necessarily be out of his office frequently. 
It is his duty to acquaint himself with the market value of the ge and r 
exported from his post; to attend to Americans. there aa 
i poeding os 5 at ‘seaports, to visit American vessels, which, in 


og 00 


stane r, several miles distant from the consulate, : i 
N “9s o such ier thee tin or an I Nona @ day ; 
and, in short, to perform many dnties which make peratively neces- 
so toate 9 should Aare oe 8 | ho vould be present i the of | GUE: 


gees: ‘ey “4 me ‘adit sage " is, aN 


Enelosure No, i 
With Dispatch Ne, LORY 


HAVANA , September 1889, 


— es eR ee Se ew Sw ee SE Se ee Bes Be Bee BE Se oe ee ee — 2 ee See ee es ee OR ee ee 


COPY ef Enclosure with Dispateh Ne.908,Jan’ y 22nd 1889, 


There is probably no more import consular office of t 1e°| 
- States than that of the consulate- general at Havana. Not calle. are the 
consular and commercial duties important and onerous, but he is - = 
tantly called upon to perform semi-diplomatic functions of. im 00r- : 

ince requiring tact, discretion, and political ability. Situated but 9 
wiles from our coast, having most intimate commercial relations) wil 

_the United States, visited by large numbers of our. citizens, inhabite 
by many both, native and naturalized, governed: a8 a hg ee “ 
under a system of laws unknown to the majorit of f the cit 
United States, Cuba presents al most daily some delic 
question of international or commercial law, for the speed 
e services of a most competent officer are necessary. 

Té is not necessary to dilate most compete sera ec : 
the diplomatic history of this country during the present generation can 
fail to appreciate the. importance of the office or wonder that, for the in- 3 
sufficient compensation and assistance given the incumbent, this Gow ern- 
ment has been able to secure so competent. painstaking, and faithfala 
service. The consul-general receives a salary of $6,000; but heis obliged, * 
on account of the climate, to seek a cooler temperature during a month — 
or two of each year, when he surrenders (under the law) a portion of 
his salary to the vice-consul. The .clerical assistance also is so small 
that he is usually obliged to contribute from his own funds to the proper 
dispatch of Government business. The anofficial fees help him somes 
what, but are not sufficient to supply this la oad upon his means. 
The office is diplomatic and ¢ommercia yand the ‘diplomatic branch 
seriously affects the commercial, and vice versa. There should be at 
Havana a consul-general with a salary r $8,( 00. Avice and deputy 

-consul-general, subordinate to the qonsit general, but who shall devote 

_his time more éspecially to. the co 1 business and act for the 

- consul-general in his absence, to receive $2,500, and in addition to =, : 
such allowance for clerk hire as may be found necessary. 
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SUGAR INTERESTS OF CUBA. 


Report of Ramon O. Williams, Esq; U. S. Consul 
General at Havana, Cuba. 


rom No. 75 of the “U. S. Consular Reports.” 


| enclose a copy of F. O. Light’s monthly report of the beet 
root sugar industry of Europe, published at Magdeburg, and 
dated the 2oth. of November, 1886, as also, for the like pur- 
pose of contrast an | comparison, an accompanying extract 
of my dispatch No. 291, of the same date of the year 1875, 
the interval between the two dates being of exactly eleven years. 

You will please observe that what I called in 1875 in the 
said dispatch the * enormous amount of 1.100,000 tons” of 
beet-root sugar produced in the year 1874-75 in Europe, will, 
according tu the inclosed report of Mr. Light, reach the com- 
ing year to 2,580,000 tons, which is equivalent to an increase 
of 134-54 per cent. during the last eleven years. 

It is likewise observable that according to the best statistical 
data of the exports of Cuba attainable in 1875, the percentage 
of its sugar crop sent in that year for sale to the United States, 
| as reported in my said dispatch, was 81 per cent., whereas the 
similar data, now attainable, and as stated in my report of 
| 25th. June ultimo, dispatch No. 427, published in the Consular 

Aeeporisshow that Cuba has shipped to the United States dur- 
ing the present year 94 per cent of her sugar and molasses 
crop, leaving a remainder of only 6 per cent., which was ship- 
ped to other countries during the same period. 

From these facts several very important economic relations 
are deducible: (1) With the exception of the very limited 


2 


sugar market of the Spanish Peninsula, Cuba is completely shut | 


out of the European sugar market; Great Britain, France, Ger- 
many, Austria and Hungary, Italy, Rugia; Belgium, Holland, 
Denmark, and Sweden and Norway, being no longer consumers 
of Cuban sugar; (2) that, practically, the island is now entirely 
dependent -:pon the market of the United States in which to 
sell its sugar cane products. Also, that the existence of the 
sugar plantations, the railroads used in transporting their 
products to the shipping ports.of the island, the export and 
import trades of Cuba based thereon, each including hun- 
dreds of minor industries, such as the agricultural and 
mechanic trades, store-houses, warves and lighters, stevedores, 
brokers, clerks, bankers, real estate owners, and shop keepers 
of all kinds, and holders of the public debt, are now all directly 
related to the market of the United States, to the extent of 94 
per cent. for their employment and only 6 per cent. to.other 
countries, of the latter mostly Spain; simply for the reason that 
sugar is the principal economic basis of all those interests. 

It is with the knowledge of this fact of the dependence 
Cuba upon the United States to the extent of 94 per cent. for 
a market in which to sell, added to the apprehension that that 
market may also be taken by other sugar-producing countries 
from Cuba, that now leads its inhabitants to urge upon the 
Madrid Government the immediate negociation of a treaty of 
commerce to put the is.and in a more harmonius oP 
with its natural market, the United States. © 3 

RAMON O. WILLIAMS. 
Cousul General . 


UNITED STATES CONSULATE-GENERAL. 
Havana, December 28, 1886. 


3 
INTERESES AZUCAREROS DE CUBA 


Informe de Don Ramon O. Williams, Consul General 
de los Estados Unidos en la seazary? Cuba. 


/raducido del volumen No. 75 de los “ U.S. Consular Reports.” 
‘ Incluyo una copia de los informes mensuales de F. O. Light 
sobre la industria del azticar de remolacha en Europa, publi- 
cado en Magdeburg con fecha 20 de noviembre de 1886; y 
con el objeto de que se compare, acompafio tambien el extracto 
de mi despacho numero 29:, de la misma fecha, en 187s, 
siendo de once afios el intervalo que media entre a4mhas. 

‘ Usted tendra la bondad de observar que lo que yo llamaba 
en el mencionado despacho de 1875 /a enorme sumade 1.100,000 
de toneladas de azacar de remolacha, producida en el aiio de 
1874 4.75 en Europa, segun el informe adjunto de Mr. Light, 
llegara el afio venidero a 2,580,000 toneladas, equivalente 4 
un aumento de 134-54 por ciento durante los ultimos once afios. 

“Es de observarse, asi mismo, que segun los mejores datos 
estadfsticos obtenidos, las exportaciones de azticar de Cuba 
para los Estados Unidos en 1875 ascendieron 4 8: por ciento 
de su produccion total, como informé en mi citado despacho ; 
miéntras que, segun manifesté en mi informe en 25 de Junio 
iltimo, despacho numero 427, publicado en el informe con- 
sular, demuestran que Cuba ha embarcado para los Estados 
Unidos durante el presente afio {1886) el 94 por ciento 
de su zafra de azticar y miel, dejando solamente un resto de 6 
por ciento, que fué embarcado para otros pafses durante el 
mismo perfodo. - 

“De este hecho se deducen varias importantes relaciones 
econémicas, 4 saber: 1. Que con excepcion del muy limitado 
mercado de azucar de la Peninsula Espafiola, Cuba tiene com- 


4 
pletamente cerrados todos los mercados europeos para su an 
car: y que la Gran Bretafia, Francia, Alemania, Austria-Hun. 
gria, Italia, Rusia, Bélgica, Holanda, Dinamarca, Suecia y Nor- 
uegano consumen mas el azucar de Cuba. 2 Que practicamente 
la isla depende por completo del mercado de los Estados Unid.s 
para vender su produccion de azticar de cafia. Y tambien que 
la existencia de los ingenios, de los ferro-carriles que trasportan 
sus frutos 4 los puertos de la Isla para embarcarlos, del comer- 
cio de exportécion é importacion de Cuba basado en él inclu- 
yendo centenares de indusirias menores, tales como los traba- 
jos agrfcolos y mecdnicos, ks almacenes de depdsito, los 
muelles, lanchas, estivadores, comerciantes, banqueros, corre- 
dores, dependientes, propietarios de fincas, establecimientos 
de todas clases y tenedores de bonos de la deuda publica, es- 
tan todos hoy, de un modo directo pendientes del mercado de 
los Estados Unidos, por el 94 por ciento de su consumo y tan 
sdlo del 6 por ciento del de otros pafses ; de los cuales Espaiia 
consume la mayor parte; simplemente por la razon de que el 
azuicar es la base econémica principal de todos estos intereses, 

“Reconociendo este hecho de la dependencia de Cuba de 
los Estados Unidos para la venta del 94 por ciento de su produc- 
cion total, juntado al temor de que tambien pueden perder 
este tinico mercado por la competencia de otros paises pro- 
ductores de auticar los habitantes mas prominentes de Cuba 
piden con urgencia al Gobierno de Madrid la inmediata nego- 
ciacion de un tratado de comercio que coloque 4 la ‘sla en 
relaciones mas armdénicas con su mercado natural, los Estados 
Unidos.” 

RAMON O. WILLIAMS. 


Consul General. 


(CONSULADO (GENERAL DE LOS EsTapos UNIDOS. 
Habana, 28 de Diciembre de 1886. 
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“HABANA, 2 DE DicieMERu DR 1889. 


Sesion del 5 de Noviembre de 1889. . 


Hi Sr. Marqués de MUROS: voy & 
hacer un raego al Sr. Ministro de Ul- 
tramar.. | | 
~ He leido qae este verano el Sr; Mi- 
nistro de Uitramar doliéndole, como 6 


todo buen espafiol, la emigracion que: 


tanto desarrollo ha tomado én la Penfa- 
sala, ha procurado encauzar y dirigir 
esa emigracion hacia la ielade Oaba, 
donde sabe 8.8. que hacen falta bra- 
20s. He sentido eacontrarme ausente; 


me hallaba en Asturias y deploré, ro | 


pito, no poder asistir 4 las Gltimas se- 
siones de la primera parte de esta le- 
gisiatara, para hacer al Sr. Ministro 
varias indicaciones. Poe? 

Sa sefioria hace tiempo ha consegni: 
do un crédito, segun creo, & excitacion 


del Sr. Garcia Tafion qae ha interve- | 
nido en estas cuestiones de emigracion | 
con !a competencia qae le caracteriza, | 
de 200 000 daros. (Hl Sr. Ministro de} 


lltramar: De 100.000) 6 de 100000 
para facilitar y favyorecer la inmigra-' 


cion en Onba. No sé qaéha resultado) 
de aqaella partida del presapuesto -ni| 


el nso que de ella se haya becho: lo que 
si 86 es que S, S. se ocups vehemente- 


mene de ese asunto tan vital para ja; 


isla de Onaba. 

Siendo Gobernador Saperior Gene- 
ral de la isla de Ua 
Marqaés de la Habana tave el ho- 
nor de estar al frente de la seccion 


de Fomento cuando la famosa inmigra | 


ales un Faisa pera el 

soudbtes& Gn 6.8. 
condensario, lo mas posible, & que 8.8. 
se entienda con Ila Asociacion de Ha- 
cendados, con ei presidente dé esta 
Aaociacion, el Sr; Condevie Oasa Moré, 
Fc el vicepresidente, Sr. Conde de 
y 


iana, para dirigir esta inmigracion 

para que los inmigrantes acadan 4 las 
comarcas donde faltan jornaleros, don- 
de el jornal es caro, y por lo tanto, 1m. 
posibie el ahorro, donde hay demands 


| de brazos; y no suceda, como otras ve- 


cee, en gue varios especuladores codi- 
siosos se apoderaron.de unas cuantas 
familiaa jornateras, las acapararan y | 
‘las Hevaran 4 sus fincas, sitaadas en 
regiones lag ménos necesitadas.y sien- 
do elios los méno0s necesitados tambien; 
y como pudiera saceder que hoy se in- 
tentara ncir el mismo error y 


el seftor| 


acaadalados y compoten 

Onba, no duefios de ingenios solo, 
sino duefios de haciendas, potreros, ca: 
fetales; en fin, ests representada ia 
agricaltara en todos sus diferentes ra- 
mos. - ee 


Mi rnego se concreta, Sr. Ministro, 4° 
-eoplicar 4 8. 8. que-dé érdenes al Go 
| bernador General para que ja distribo 
cion de familia y brazo@ip~hega de 
acaerdo con las personas Competentes 
que forman parte de esa Asociacion. 
reo que, & poco que se fije 8. 8., he 
de comprender la oportanidad de. mi 
raego, puesto que en estos momentos — 
sv occupa en resolver problema tan in- 
amen vital para la bap de an 
y sabe 8. 8. que, 4 pesar de existir en 
eila 700,000 individuos de color, la ma. 
yor parte de ellos e5 dedican, sino 4 
tomar el sol, como hacen aqui algunos 
en la Paerta de ese nombre, si & tomar 
el fresco sin trabajary sin que haya 
miuiat hamanos de obiigarles 4 tra ba. 
El Sr, Ministro de ULTRBAMAR 
[Becerra]: oat 0 mucho gusto en con~ 
testar 4 iss indicaciones de mi amigo 
el Sr, Marqaés do Maros, tanto més, 
cuanto qasel pespenae ne Oese resol. 
t esta, como sabe 8. 8,, no solo plan. 


En 10s presupuestos de la isla de Oa 
sar ipa eye cures vars Sy ean.e 's 


“ 


a, al par que 
aa pata el por- 
FOS rot esta idea maa alta 
ol 206 ’ ‘nte Gae pudiera llamar tan- 

) espaniol a sono “hamenitaria, de no 
© terren asap ena Ran inp ites, 

quilm: del suelo, por la abundan- 

) de Ia poblacion 6 por otros motivos, 
escasean los elementos necesarios para 
agatener 4 los habitantes; y digo que 
es hamanitaria esta idea, porqae im. 
‘porta macho qne ro qaeden infecandos 
terrenos. 


‘aqaclios 

-Oomo sabe muy bien 8, 9, hay alli, 
no Bolo las seakivelonel de aztisar, ta 
baco y a que padiéramos Hamer 


principales, sino que. meroed las va 
‘friacion HOgicas que dentro de 
ciertos Himites existen en- » hay 


otras prodacciones qae se iatane; con 
més 6 ménos razon, secundaria, algo- 
‘pas de las cuales. ‘ae han perdide; y es 
preciso atenderlas, tratando. de Scans. 
a —_— y de crear 6 de extender. 

ademas = atender la 


o onanto que, segan to- 
, ‘86 presente ana admi- 


precios 
rable uafra, 
fond , ana a de ins partes del 


que sufren [ion gue vacven, 7 no los. doageciion 


ee 
d, ia ilasion. Y en medio de to. 

8 males, que sclo por encima 

p indicar, po:qae no son del caso, | 
1ay nna atirmacion qne se atreve 4 ha- 
cer el. Ministro de. Ultramar: jamae! 
ningab pueblo, nioguna socied nin~) 
‘gua colectividad se salvé quejandose; 
hay gue hacer frente al peligro, reso! 
ver los problemas tal como se paeda, 
com la pradencia necesaria Fi, pero. 
tambien con la resolacion que ita 


‘toda empresa, 


Matiende, pres, el Ministro de Ui: 


| tramar, que seriau inGtiles todas jas 


precauciones que se adoptaran para 


\aconsejar 6 impedir que vayan loa eri- 


grantes espafioles 4 lx» Reptiblica Ar. 
gentina 6 & las otras reptiblicas deal 


Bar. Ks indtil estabiecer leyes, como 


‘siganos han pensado, para evitar que 
padieran salir los emigrantes: todas 

esas leyes son perfectamente intitiles 
caiestha del interes individaal. A 
de que es dificil ccartar el derecho de 
un ciadadano 4 que viva en su pais na- | 
tal, 6 faera de 6); ni la nataraleza de} 
los tiempos, ni Pe respeto 4 la humani- 
dad, ni Is. cultara cristiana Jo permiten, | 
y si lo permitieran seria infiti!; el “inte 
res individaa! ee bariaria de lag pre- 
vexciones, 

Quaedaba, pues, buscar un remedio, y 
el remedio entiende el Miniastro de Ul- 
tramar que en la parte que paede ser, 
esta en esta solacion que dice 4 los que 
‘necesitan emigrar: ‘‘Hstais en vaestro 
=| as yendoa oe fortana en otros 
p en otras re es; pero es que. 
lo que alli se os ofrece mas 6 ménos 
dudoso, lo teneis dentro de vaestra Pa- 
tria, donde se habla la misma lengoa, 
donde hay la misma religion, donde: 
hay las mismas inatitacioues, y simple- 
mente sois trasladados de una provin- 
cia 4 otra provincia; el habitente de la} 

iade Granada, } éndose 4 Ia isla 
Ma, cs tan cia 0 espatiol Go: | 
mo era estando en Granada.” 

Peto esto hay que patentizarlo, no| 
con ejemplos, no con discasiones ¢ 
‘no siempre liegan con facilidad 
masas del pueblo, ni siquiera con, esta 


| |dfsticas de que mueren tantoa y 
| ven cuantos, porgue eso I 
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Desde Seward, el insigney fa- 
moso Secretario de Estado del Pre- 
‘sidente Lincoln, hasta nuestros 
; dias ningtin hombre publico yan- 
*ke ha sabido, como Blaine, repre- 
sentar con mayor energia el sen- 
timiento americano, la idea ame- 
‘Ticana, La personalidad politica 
de América tiene en Bla 
defensor fuerte, convenci 
" tusidstico, Asi como Sev 


-moviera el mundo ‘entero con | 


-aquella celebérrima nota en que;! 
sépardndose del estilo y tono di-. 
plomé ticos consagrados por | 


‘ vieja usanza europea, hubo de. 


-intimimar al emperador Napo- 
‘ Jeén Hil, vencedor en Magenta y 
 Bolferino, vencedor en China, 
vencedor en Rusia, aliado de In- 
-glaterra, benefactor de Italia, que 
-evacuara inmediatamente el terri 


‘torio mejicano ocupado por las| 
| prodigiosas condicior 


-tropas francesas que Sostenian el 


, vacilante imperio de Maximilia- | 
“no, haciendo esa intimacién en/| 
_ términos apremiantes que bien 4| 
}Jas claras revelaban el propdsito| 


Ps ey decidido de romper con 
‘Francia, si no accedfa 4 la deman- 
da establecida por el gobierno de la 


Gran Republica, del propio modo. 


Blaine, con su profunda hostilidad 
a toda intrusién deEuropaen Amé 
rica, despierta y provoca recelos, 
temores y alarmas extraordina- 
rios en todos los gabinetes euro- 
peos amigos de inmiscuirse en las 
cosas de este republicano conti- 
nente. 


Razén sobrada pa Hs S vie- 
sgh para econ 
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.|| amenacen su unidad politica; ni 
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pésitos del secretario re 


a 


| de asi calificarseles, reclaman al- 


curren en Blai i 
cuenta para 
pare Arh con él as & 
es hoy, sin disputa, por su pain 
deza, por su prosperidad, por sus’ 
fabulosos recursos, por sus Sé- 
senta millones de ciudadanos,.. la 
nacién de pujanza mas ee 
trastable, ee 

No tienen los admirably 
riosisimos Estados Unidos ‘see 
nihilistas que socaven los fanda- ) 
mentos de su Constitucién; ni ra- 
zas disimiles y antagénicas que 


_—s 


escuelas socialistas que corroan 
| Sus égtrafias; ni pauperismo ate- 
rrador que amague con tremen- 
das convulsiones; ni partidos mo- 
ndrquicos que quépranten la so- 
lidez de las institutiones republi- 
canas; ni clero que. envenene las 
fuentes del espiritu humano. No 
‘tienen, tampoco, __aristocracias | 
de sangre, ni arruinador e- 
areito, ni iglesia oficial y 


-}privilegiada. Como ningin pals 


de la tierra se halla en estas 
, , ninguno 
iguala en fuerza y potencia 4 los 
Estados Unidos. 

El pueblo yankee sabe perfecta- 
mente todo lo que puede. Posée 
la conciencia de su fortaleza. 
Cuando sus diplomaticos, si pue- 


igo de un gobierno extranjero, 
| formulan su reclamacién sin am- 
| bages, sin rodeos, sin subt erf 
| gios, y exigen que se les contest 
‘clara fot gist oe _ llos | 


‘colocado 6 pudiera colocarse res- 


‘gabinete de Washington. Blaine 


gue Cuba, en una época mas 6 
‘menos proxima, formardé parte de 
la federacin. Los Estados Uni- 


Cuba, y aspira 4 que también sean 


su metrépoli politica. A® juicio} 
del’ Secretario de Estado de Mr.| 
‘Harrison, Espafia es impotente | 


hacer de la‘isla una colonia | 
li re, préspera y auténoma, Blai- 
ne sabe = aqui hay muchos 


“que es una utopia el régimen au- 
tonémico, porque jamas eonsen- 
tird. Espafia en privarse 6 des- 
‘prenderse de su. administracién 
diréeia sobre esta tierra, y todos 


los que no qteren la autonomia 
pero sf la anexién porque “veri en 
ella la resurreccion econdmica del 
| pais. En Cuba hay mucha gente, 

'Y por cierto de la mas distinguida 
“clase de nuestra sociedad que dis- 


} 


forte | parte de la Unisn, tendre- 


mos’ ‘asegurado para siempre | 


‘nuestro. unico, ilimitado y riquti- 


‘simo mercado; todo el territorio | 


cubano se cruzara de ferrocarri. 
Jes. No nen terrenos incultos y 
Se ran los puertos 


‘ade: ,a fin de evitar la 


méb@s, Tendremos una adminis- 


: ‘actitudes pay que se samemntin’ 


‘dos son la metrépoli comercial de 
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| pecto de ella el primer hombre del / 
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los que creen 


oe asi: «el dfa en que la isla| 


re an arilla, 6 atenuarla al} 


cidn honrada y barata, porque 


‘herd. un ae "eslioabene 
constituido en el que se levanta 


poderoso de la cristia 


rogresiva civiliza-, 
cién del pueblo mas libre, Tico y 


ca. Quizds obedezca 4 esto la 


r’ que ppertenece y de que nos ha 
‘dado cuenta nuestro corresponsal 
“er de New York. ae | 


| defienda la anexién. 
esta. intimamente convencido de| 


es Blaine, cl actual secretario. le 
Estado, quien quiere acostumbrar 
Asu pats, 4 Espafia y 4 Cubaa 


Sabe Blaine, repetimos, que: 
aqui hay muchos anexionistas 
que ocultan, por temor, sus ideas, 
pero que se revelarén tan pr ato. 
como se organice un partido que 
Entre los 
liberales hay gran. nimero de 
partidarios de la anexién, y enor 
me es el numero de conservado- 
res que, en.el fondo del pecho, le 
‘rinden fervoroso culto, Tod 10s Qs 
estos elerhentos pueden utilizarse 
oportunamente por los anexionis: 
tas americanos ;para trabajar de 
‘consuno por la realizaciénidel. co- 
‘tan ideal; y no debe olvidars¢ 
ol de la anex én 


ae 


oir hablar constantemente de e ste 
asunto 4 fin de que se fije enél 
con insistencia la opinién publi-| 


mocién yue acaba de presentar el 
enador Call al cuerpo legislador. 
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BL PAIS. 
Director: D. Ricardo del Monte. 
HABANA, 7 Ds | EN@RO DB 1890. 

LA ANEXION. 
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Que la idea anexionista va ganando 
terreno en esta Isla es an hecho qae 
nadie puede negar. Podré ser objeto de | 
indigaacion y censura, pero la verdad | 
se impone 4 todos, La propaganda tie- | 
ne sas rafces en los desaciertos de 
nuestro Gobierno, siempre mal ins. 


pirado; en la decadercia de nues | 


tra riqueza por ia falta de estima. 
los y exceso de tribatos; en la centra- 
lizacion, qae cohibe la expontaneidad 
local y dispone de naestra suerte y 
fortana sin nuestra cooperacion; en los 
encontrados sentimientos y opnestos | 
intereses que la dominacion colonial 
ha creado, quebrantando la unidad 
moral y econémica de nuestra sociedad 
y dando miérgen 4 Ia mifitna descon-' 
fianza y al general descontento; en que 
ya flaqaea la esperanza en mejores 
- dias, pues tiénense por incurables los 
vicios de nuestra administracion naci- 
dos de causas remotas y préximas ila- 
madas 4 perpetaarse; en los temores de 
diverso g6nero por las graves madan- 
zag que puedan sobrevenir en la situa: 
cion politica de la Metrépoli y que ha- 
brian de trascender 4 la colonia, alar- 
mando 4 los conservadores, si aquellas | 
fueran radicales, 6 irritando 4 loa aa- 
tonomistas, si reaccionariag; finalmen- 
te, en la comparacion entre aun gran 
pueblo vecino, libre cual ninguno, de 
_ iumensos recursos, de pasmosa prospe- 
ridad y del cual depende nuestra exis- 
tencia en el 6rden econdémico, y an 


| y afianzada mafiana en los énimos, BL 


| “ nerosa ni de gastar la Giti na eRe 


ran. bane: por feted ya | 


do, ya por fuetza, lo inevitabls del es. | 
perado 6 temido deseniace, se encon. 
traré el auee a igs ee eet 4 


ingenio hamano es fecando ent 
cnando lo estimala el — lo 


se por modo ineindible para formar la | 
resultante,. esto e8, un nuevo mote diey 


intereses, por las te olad 
COMIN ee es ae 
,Por qué no antisiparse 6 los. noes 
La transicion se haria sin viol 
las mejores condiciones posib 
de la presion de los cont 


seria la iedapeutioaadyed “8 sata soion 
pacifica, reflexiva Ilevada @ sabo por 
procedimientos extrictamente.. legates. 
La Constitacion de la Monarquia ¢ 1d 
fiola no la condena; 4ntes bien, ta 
toriza. Dl articalo 55 dice asi: ep ey 
necesita estar autorizado por tha, 
especia!: Primero, Para enagenar, cet 
6 permatar cualquier parte : terr 


-decramar la Gitima gota de 


la defensa de la integridad _nacl 
No se trata de.eso, eh : él 
conatitasionsl:: et’ pci tor 


pais empobrecido moral y material. 
mente bajo ¢] peso de sus desdichas y 
de opresivas cargas fiscales; sin porve: 
nir cierto, & merced de lo imprevisto, 
mal gobernado y hondamente dividido. 
gOabe propaganda que supere 6 esta. 
en energia y eficacia? Veamos los ar. 
gaumentos que los anexionistas aducen 
y que oportonamente combatiremos. 
La anexion & los Hstados Unidos es- 

té en la faerza de las cosas. “Hides: 
tino manifiesto” no es una frase; es la 
sccion irresistible qae an pueb!o pode- 
roso esté llamado a ejercer en sus mo- 


| 
: 
, 


vimientos de natara! expansion. No : 


‘hay medio hamano para. ont 
la. cu yb jar wheis 


pierden, por tanto, j rere faerza. Po 
diérase decir qae_ pang ims a 


la anexion 4oomo no ha de serto tem.’ ' 
bien sa propaganda? 4Oual pou en los j 
paeblos de vray te amentario, 


opinion piiblice; y comic’ las Odrtes 
esté permitido votar nna ley pare ena: 

genar, ceder 6 permatar alg' | 
parte del territorio e » 68 COSa 
olare que tambien, he Gondens ‘permi- 


‘colonial: es una doctriaa excelente en 
el terreno de los principios; pero con 
relacion 4 las Antillas espafiolas, y 
considerada como sistema de gobierno 


‘cuando n6, impracticable. Oreen ellos | 


con la posesion de las provincias de 
Ultramar se han creado 6 espsran 
‘orearse para sus granjerias los partidos 


peninsalares, cosa imposible 6 panto 


y administracion, es inasequible y \ lee 
que dadas las tradiciones de la colo- | : 


mS 


nomia no gers més que on com| 


ls. econémico seria la pro. 
loa i, la ‘Concordia; 

igualdad y la libertad, 
d ioe problemas que hoy nos agi- 
tan quedarian pata slompre Mecssiteeg 


WP. RB EE se 


m6nos en a se les Bearman coneer- 


volantad, antes al contrario procararia 
desacteditar y minar el nuevo érden de 
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IT 


yAcaso seré la Autonomfa colonial | 
un principio sin condiciones de reali- 
zacion en las Antillas espafiolas? Oon—| 
gervadores y anexionistas estan de/| 
acuerdo: califican de atopia, de lasti- 
mosa qaimera la idea fandamental de} 
‘uaestro Partido. Somos los autonomis- 
tas anos pobres visionarios; sofiamos 
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Enclosure No. / 
With Dispatch No, /00 G 


Lk 
Havana, January / + y 1890, 


Havana, January [4th 1890, 
Ramon 0, Yilliams, Esq: 
U.S.Consul General 


Havana 


We beg to iriform you of having been denied by the 
Collector of Customs, the neceeséry authority to continue 
working the Amer: Stmr: “Saratoga’,arrived from Mexican 
pofts and bound for New York,after sunset on Saturday 
last,notwithstanding the fact that on the same day it 
was granted to the following Spanish steamers :; 


“Montevideo”, due from Spain. 


*“Viscaya” due from Vera Cruz to f to New York. + 


“Reiha Maria Cristina” do do Spain. 
“Ciudad Condal” New York Mexico. | + 
"San Agustin” \ Spain Colon. 

We at the same bine take the liberty of appealing 
to your good self,as done previously,to the effect of 
obtaining in future for the American line of steamers, 
which we represent, equal privileges with those enjoyed 
by Spanish lines,if you should jicaa tee them thereto en- 
titled, 

Believe us,Dear Sir, Yr Obdt Servts 


(Signed) Hidalgo and Co, 


Enclosure No. 2 
With Dispateh No, / ly 


Havana, January ‘7, s 1890, 


U.S Consulate General , 
Hont George L, Rives, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Sir. 
I beg to enclose herewith a copy of a letter dated 


the 23rd ultimo, received from Messrs Hidalgo and Co,re- 


lating ‘to a visit made by me in company with Mr. Pederico 
Zaldo,a member of the firm,upon the Governor General. 

The ogeasion of this visit was an order given dis- 
allowing the Ward line of american steamers the facility, 
hitherto, accorded them in ¢ommon with all steamers,of «<~ 
wotking an hour or so after cark, Shen panting, keep up 
with their seedules of sailing,- yet continuing this ac- 
conmodation to the spanish Transatlantic steamers trad- 
ing between Havana and New York,upon the plea,as I was 
informed, that the latter were thus privileged by reason 
of being subsidized by the Spanish Government. 

IT at once accompanied Mr. Zaldo in this visit. and 
I am now glad to state that as soon as the Govermor Gen- 
eral was made acquainted with the facts and bearings of 
this sase,he inmediately instructed the Intendant General 


Thig occurrence took place on Saturday afternoOn the 23rd 
ultimo,and had the steamer*Marnhattan®, the one in ques- 


tion,not been allowed té have wo¥ked POr one OF tWO hours 


after sundown that @ay,she woul@ havé had to lay here with 


cargo,passengers am mail until the next Monday morning. 
I am, Sir, Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant; 
{Signeay Ramon 0.Williams. 


Enclosure No, j 


With Dispatch No. / Vi 
Jl 


Havana,January / 4 1890, 


ae ee RED Re Re ee ee ee eet ee oe 


Copy 
m nai: Bib shige. 
Havana January [5th I890, 
Ramon 0, Williams, Esq: 
U.S. Consul General 


Havana 


We beg leave to enclose copy of the memorial we hav« 
this day presented to the Governor General,in reference 
to treatment of American vessels in the ports of this 
Island,and the contents of which will speak for it-elf. 

We are, Sirj 
Your Obedient Servants, 


Hidalgo and C0, 


Enclosure No, Ue 


With Dispatch NoX O04. 


Havana, January 1h =! 1890 | 


ee ne ee ee ee me Om ee ee re ee ee ee 


Translation. 

To His Excellency, The Governor General; 

etc etc et ¢ 
Messre Hidalgo and Co,merchants and representa- 

tives in this city of Messrs. James EB, Ward and CO,owners 
of the New York and Cuba Mail Steamship Company, respect- 
fully manifegt to Your Excellency,that in accordance 
with the modus vivendi between Spain and the United State 
the treatment to be given to the vessels of both nations 
in their respective ports,is to be upoh the basis of a 
complete reciprocity ; that is,if to American vessels 
permits are granted to work after sundow,or on holidays 
in an american port,the Spanish nation would have the 
right to claim an identical concession for all vessels 
carrying the spanish flag. In the same manner,we believe 
the system of equality of privileges should be applied 
in the ports of this Island ; and thereforeghave to in- 
form Your Excellency of the fact that His Honor the Col- 
lector of Customs of this port has refused us a permit 
solicited in due form on the IIth instant,asking that 
the american steamship “Saratoga” of the said line be 
allowed to work after sundown. 

And inasmuch,as an the same day, identical permite 
were granted to the spanish steamers “Montévideo”, *Viz- 


caya”, “Reina Maria Cristina”, “Ciudad Condal”,and “San 
Agustin”, we appeal, therefore, to YH, asking that you will 


be pleasec to take this matter under your consideration 
and in view of the damages accruing from this refusal to 
the said american steamers because of the advantages and 
facilities conceded to spanish steamers,to be pleased to 
issue the necessary orders to the end that american steam 
ers be put upon an equal footing of treatment with spania 
steamers. This is a grace and justice expected to be 
attained from Y. Ez, 
Havana, January I5th I890, 


Hidalgo and CO, 


. Copy of: original: of above. 

Exmo Serior Gobernador General 

Los Sres Hidalgo y Ca,del comercio y como re- 

presentantes<sen esta de los Sres James E, Ward y Ca, duefios 
de la linea de Vapores Americanos, New York and Cuba Mail- 
steamship Company”,a’ V.E.con el debido respeto exponen: 

que conforme al modué vivendi entre las naciones 
espafiola y E,U. del Norte de America,el trato que se de° 
en sus respectivos puertos a°los buques de ambos eontra- 
yentes, debe ser sain la base de completa reciprocidad; 
es decir,que si a’un buque americano se concediese en 
puerto americano el permiso de trabajar despues de la 
puesta de sol,o dia festivo,tendria la nacion espaiola 
derecho,a@s reclamar identica concesion para todo buque 


que lleve su bandera, De la misma manera,creemos deba 


ser aplicad@ el sistema de igualdad de privilegios en 


los puertos de esta Isla, en virtud de lo cual hacemos 


llegar en conocimiento de V.E. para su apreciacion, e] 


caso de habersenos negado por el Sefior Administrador Lo- 
cal de esta Aduana,el dia II del actual,un permiso, que 
solicitamos en forma,para que continuase sus operaciones 
en bahia despues de la puesta del sol el vapor correo 
americano, "Saratoga”,de la linea que representamos. 

Y comoquiera que wn #1 propio dia,se concedio’ iden- 


tid6 permiso a°los vapores nacionales nombrados : “Mon- 


tevideo”, “Vizcaya”, “Reina Maria Cristina” ,*Ciudad Con 


dal*,y “San Agustin’, a&/¥. EB. acudimos ,suplicando que se 
sirva apreciar el caso con la rectitud de criterio que 
lo distingue; y tomando en consideracion los perjuicios 
que causan a’ los aludidos vapores americanos las venta- 
tajas que se conceden a°los nacionales,dictar lias ordenes 
opottunas para hacer que alcancen @6n 1o futuro, identico 
trato. 

Es gracia y justicia que esperan alcanzar de V.&, 

Habana, I5 de Enero de i890, 

Exmo Sé;or, 


Hidalgo y Ca. 


Enclosure No, Jo 
Wiss biapaben tte, /7F 7 
Havena,Sanuaty, /7 “1800, 
in. a i i SION i his ‘tion ow it 
Copy. 
Havana,January [6th I[890, 
Ramon -0, Williams, Esq: 
U.S. Consul General, 
Havana. 

Sirs 

Asking reference to the letter which we had the hom 
or of addressing you yesterday on the subject of treat- 
ment at this port of American vesséis,we beg now to hand 
originals of two petitions ,presented today to the Collec’ 
or of Customs,in behalf of the steamers, “Seneca” and°*@ity 


of Atlanta’ being allowed to continue work at night: at 


foot of the said petition, you will notice Mr. Villavicen— 


cio, the Agting Collector,denies the permission asked for 


by us. 


We are, Dear Sir, Your obedt; Servts, 
(signed) Hidalgo y Co. 
The Collector has atone the writer personally 
that he will enkyigrant such permits to the Spanish line, 


H y Co, 


Mietosure mo 7 
With Digpateh No. uly 
Havana, Janua ry ] 1890. 


Se tee te ee eee er Oe ee ee Gee Gee ke ee ee ee ee Ge es GD Gr Gl ee es ee Oo ee 


Translation. 


To the Collector of Customs. 


Hidalgo and Co, respectfully represent that the 
american mail steamer “City of Atlanta",being somewhat 
backward in the operation of loading, and her itinerary 
being fixed,and havin therefore to be dispatched today 
for New York, bec of Your Honor to permit the said steamer 
to work tonight till she finishes loading. 
Havana, January Ith 1890, 


Hidalgo and Co. 


January I6th. 
‘She steamers of the line referred to in the above 
memorial not being comprehended in article 56,the petitig 
is refused. 
Vill avicencio 
Acting Collector. 


—_ 


Gopy of original of above. 


Sefior Administrador de esta Aduana: 
Hidalgo y Oa a°V.S. dicen; que estandé el va- 
_ por correo americano “City of Atlanta” algo abrasado en 
sus faenas de carga,y siendo de itinerario fijo,por lo | 


oual tiene impresindiblé: ente que despacharse en eo} die 


de hoy para el Puerto de procedencia, a°V.S, suplica- 


mos nos permita que el referido vapor contime trabajando 


= 


esta noche hasta su total comclusion. 
Habana, Enero I6 de I890, 
Hidalgo y CA. 
Enero I6 
No comprendidos los vapores de la linea a°~ que se 
contrae el pr“sente en el articulo 5¢,no ha lugar a‘la 
solicitud. 


Villavicencio 


Acting Collector. 


Enclosure ‘lo, 
lL 
With Dispatch No- Ee | 


. La. 
Havana, Jantary / J I890, 


Translation. 
To the Collector of Customs; 

Hidalgo and Co,consignees of the american 
steamer “Seneca”,of the line of Messrs J.E,Ward and Co 
of New York, respect fully represent to Your Honor, that 
the said steamer reqpiring to be dispatched today for 
the port of Matanzas,and being somewhat backward in dis 
charging, in consequence, beg Your Honor to grant them » 
permission for her to continue working tonight,till she 
finishes the discharging of her inward cargo. A favor 
Whichi they do not doubt of obtaining from the rectitude 
of Your Honor, 

Havana, January [6th I890, 

(Signed) for Hidalgp and Co 
C, Reina. 

January 16th 

The steamer mentioned in the above memerial not be- 
ing comprehended in Art:56 of the Customs Ordinances, 
the permission as refused, 

Villavicencio. 

Copy of original of above. 

Senior Administrador de esta Aduana ; 


Hidalgo y Ca,consignatarios del vapor america-~ 


no “Seneca”de la linea de los Sres J.E, Ward y Ca,de N. W¥ 


2 A’ V.S,. respetuosamente dicen : que teniendo el buque de 


referencia necesidad de ser despachado para el puerto de 
Matanzas en el dia de hoy y hallandose algo atrasado en 
gus operaciones de descarga,a V.S.suplicamos nos permi- 
t2 que dicho vapor continue sus faenas esta noche hasta 
la conclusion total de su descarga, 
Favor que no dudamos alcanzar de la rectitud de V.5,. 
Habana, Enero I6 [890, 


pe Hidalgo y Ca, 


C. Reina. 
Enero I[6, 
No comprendido el vapor de que trata el presen 
te,en el articulo 56 de las Ordenanzas,no ha lugar ala 


solicitud. Villavicencio. 


Enclosure No, f 


With Dispatch Noi / tb 4. 


th 
Havana,J anuary ef Py 1890, 
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Cop Ye 


ORIG NZAS de ADUANAS, 


ee eee me ee 


Atr: 56, Se permitira’ de noche desemUarcar el pescado 
fresco cogido por espaioles,en todos los puntos del li- 
toral,donde haya destacamento del Resguardo. 

Tambien se permitira’la descarga por la noche de los 
buques correos de vapor, quedando las mercancias bajo la 
responsibilidad del Resguardo y de los consignatarios de 
dichos buques,hasta su entrada en la Aduana,o’en los de- 
partamentos del muelle en las primeras horas de la mafiana 
siguiente. 

Esta concesion no releva a dichos barcos de la pre- 
sentachon de los docummtos que prescriben los atticulos 
26 y siguientes, 

Para los efectos de este articulo solo se conside- 


ran vapores-correos los que disfruten subvencion direc- 


ta del Estado. 
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Enclosure No. J 


With Dispatch No, /7 Y/ 


a 
Havana, Janiary 2/4, 1890 


Havana,2Ist January 1890, 
Ramon 0, Williams, Esq: 
U.S Consul General. 
Havan & 
Sir: 

Additional to our letters of [4th,I5th,and [6th in- 
stant,which we beg leave to refer to,we address you the 
present in company with copy of "permit”,asked for by us 
in the usual form on [8th instant,and agreed by the Col- 
lector of Customs,to allow the S, °S. “NIAGARA”’,of the line 
of J.%, WARD and CO,to continue working on that day after 
sunset, 

We feel satisfaction at this time reporting on a 
favorable decision of the Collector,and hope your valuat> 
ble interference,as previously resorted to,will be effec- 
tual in procuring continuance of the practice. 

We are, Sir, 


Your most obedient servants, 


(Signed) Hidalgo and Co, 


' 
sit 


Enclosure No. 2 


With Dispateh No. /47/ 


Havana, January . Z /1890. 


Translation. 
To Collector of the Port. 

Hidalgo and Co,consignees of the American Steamer 
“NIAGARA”, beg to say that the said steamer being some- 
what backward in loading,and having in accordance with 
her itinerary to sail today for New York,pray youto grant 
a permit for her to work after sunget till she finishes 
loading. 

Havana, January [8th I890, 
For Hidalgo and Co, 
(Signed) C, Reina. 
January I8th. 

To the Inspector of Docks, granting permit under the 
strictest vigilance of the inspectors,with care that the 
lighters return to their moorings without any package on 
board, (Signed) Villavicencio. 

( Seal of the Havana 


Custom House, ) 


Copy of original of above, 
senior Administrador de la Aduana., 

Hidalgo y Ca,consignatarios del vapor america- 
no NIAGARA® A” V.S. dicen : Que estando el vapor de 
referencia ,algo atrasado en sus faenas de carga,y que 


siendo vapor correo de itineraré fijo,debe salfr para el 


puerto de sus destino precisamente en el dia de hoy, 


Sup lican a°V.S s@ sirva conceder que dicho buque contin 
Ge sus faenas hasta su total conclusion,para lo cual ne- 
cesitara trabajar @sta noche. 

Habana,Enero I8 de I890, 

Bor Hidalgo y Ca 
c. Reina. 
Enero 18 de [890 
Al Sefior Inspector de Muelles para que se permita 


bajo la vigilancia mas estrecha del Resguardo, que cuidara 


retornen las“ lanchas a’ sus amarras sin bulto alguno a’ 


su bordo,. 


Villavicencio,. 


Hay un sello, 


Enclosure Noot ad 


With Dispatch No. Jd] 


Havana, January 23. / I890, 


U.S. Consulate General, Havana January 22, 1890, 


Messrs Hidalgo and Co, 
Havana 
Dear Sirs: 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your 
letters of the 14th, [5th, 16th, and 2Iist instant,referring 
to the suspension and resumption by the Customs authori- 
ties of the privilege of american steamers working in 
this port after sumset for the keeping up with their 
fixed days of arrival and departure in their traffic 
between the United States and Mexico via Havana,and at 
the same time to -iyform you that I have presented the ~~ 
subject to the attentiom and consideration of the Govern 
or General of this Island,and to the Department of State 
at Washington. 

I am, Dear Sirs, Veryrespectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Ramon 0, Williams? 


U. S. Consul General. 
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Translation. 
Soe ss a 
The jConsal General of the United States Mr 


Ramon 0, Will ‘ans, spoke is reply to the timely remarks of 


the Governor of the Provinee, and aera ty to his court- 


eous reference Sekai ny for whieh he return- 
ed thanks in a terme, chewing how great were the sym 
pathies which united the neighboring Nation with Spain, 
and with her descendants in both Americas, terminating 
with a beautiful and much applauded sentence,in which he 
said that if the United States were,by conmoh consent , 
the greatest nation of the New World,it was to Spain,as 
the discoverer of America, that all Americans acknowledged 
a debt of gratitude for having opened té their ancestors 


the road to this continent. 
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SUGAR INTERESTS OF CUBA. 


Report of Ramon O. Williams, Esq; U. S. Consul 
General at Havana, Cuba. 


From No. 75 of the “U.S. Consular Reports.” ~ 


L enclose a copy of F. O. Light’s monthly report of the beet 
root sugar industry of Europe, published at Magdeburg, and 
dated the 2oth. of November, 1886, as also, for the like pur- 
pose of contrast an! comparison, an accompanying extract 


of my dispatch No. 291, of the same date of the year 1875, 


the interval between the two dates being of exactly eleven years. 

You will please observe that what | called in 1875 in the 
said dispatch the ‘enormous amount of 1.100,000 tons” of 
beet-root sugar produced in the year 1874-75 in Europe, will, 
according to the inclosed report of Mr. Light, reach the com- 
ing year to 2,580,000 tons, which is equivalent to an increase 
of 134-54 per cent. during the last eleven years. 

It is likewise observable that according to the best statistical 
data of the exports of Cuba attainable in 1575, the percentage 
of its sugar crop sent in that year. for sale to the United States, 
as reported in my said dispatch, was 81 per cent., whereas the 
similar data, now attainable, and as stated in my report of 
fine June ultimo, dispatch No, 427, published in the 2 


por show that Cuba has shipped to the United States dur- 
ing the present year 94 per cent of her sugar and molasses 
crop, leaving a remainder of only 6 per cent., which was ship- 
ped to other countries during the same period. 

From these facts several very important economic relations 
are deducible: (1) With the exception of the very litzited 


2 


sugar market of the Spanish Peninsula, Cuba is completely shut 
out of the European sugar market; Great Britain, France, Ger- 
many, Austria and Hungary, Italy, Risia, Belgium, Holland, 
Denmark, and Sweden and Norway, being no longer consumers 
of Cuban sugar; (2) that, practically, the island is now entirely 
dependent -:pon the market of the United States in which to 
sell its sugar cane products. Also, that the existence of the 
sugar plantations, the railroads used in transporting their 
products to the shipping ports of the island, the export and 
import trades of Cuba based thereon, each including hun- 
dreds of minor industries, sugh as the agricultural and 
mechanic trades, store-houses, arves and lighters, stevedores, 
brokers, clerks, bankers, real estate owners, and shop keepers 
of all kinds, and holders of the public debt, are now all directly 
related to the market of the United States, to the extent of 94 
per cent. for their employment and only 6 per cent. to other 
countries, of the latter mostly Spain; simply for the reason that 
sugar is the principal economic basis of all those interests. 

It is with the knowledge of this fact of the dependence 
Cuba upon the United States to the extent of 94 per cent. fo 
a market in which to sell, added to the apprehension that that 
market may also be taken by other sugar-producing countries 
from Cuba, that now leads its inhabitants to urge upon the 
Madrid Government the immediate negociation of a treaty of 
commerce to put the is.:and in a more harmonius relationship 
with its natural market, the United States. 

: RAMON 0. WILLIAMS. | 
~~ Cousul General 


UNITED STATES CONSULATE-GENERAL. | 
Havana, December 28, 1886. 
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INTERESES AZUCAREROS DE CUBA 


Informe de Don Ramon O. Williams, Consul General 
de los Estados Unidos en la Habana Cuba. 


Traducido del volumen No. 75 de los “* U.S. Consular Reports.” 
“ Incluyo una copia de los informes mensuales de F. O. Light 
sobre la industria del azicar de remolacha en Europa, publi- 
cado en: Magdeburg con fecha 20 de noviembre de 1886; y 
con el objeto de que se compare, acompafio tambien el extracto 
de mi despacho numero 291, de la misma fecha, en 1875, 
siendo de once ajios el intervalo que media entre 4mbas. 

‘“‘ Usted tendra la bondad de observar que lo que yo llamaba 
en el mencionado despacho de 1875 /a enorme sumade 7,100,000 
de toueladas de azicar de remolacha, pro‘dlucida en el afio de 
1874 4 75 en Europa, segun el informe adjunto de Mr. Light, 
llegara el afio venideéro 4 2,580,000 toneladas, equivalente 4 
un aumento de 134-54 por ciento durante los ultimos once afios. 
_ ‘Es de observarse, asi mismo, que segun los mejores datos 
estadisticos obtenidos, las exportaciones de azticar de Cuba 
para los Estados Unidos en 1875 ascendieron 4 81 por ciento 
de su produccion total, como informé en mi citado despacho ; 
miéntras que, segun manifesté en mi informe en 25 de Junio 
liltinio, despacho numero 427, publicado en el informe con- 
sular, demuestran que Cuba ha embarcado para los Estados 
Unidos durante el presente afio (1886)' el 94 por ciento. 
de su zafra de azicar y miel, dejando solamente un resto de 6 
por ciento, que fué span messes para otros paises durante el 


mismo perfodo: | 
* De este henko se deducen varias importantes relaciones 
econdémicas, 4 saber: 1. Que con excepcion del muy limitado 


mercado de anticar de ' Peninsula Espafiola, ‘Cuba tiene com- 


4 


pletamente cerrados.todos los mercados europeos pata su azui- | 
car: y que la Gran Bretafia, Francia, Alemania, Austria-Hun. 
gria, Italia, Rusia, Bélgica, Holanda, Dinamarca, Suecia y Nor- 
uega no consumen mas el azucar de Cuba. 2 Que practicamente 
la tsla depende por completo del mercado de los Estados Unidos 
para vender'su produccion de azticar de cafia. Y tambien que 
la existencia de los ingenios, de los ferro-carriles que trasportan 
sus frutos 4 los puertos de la Isla para embarcarlos, del comer- 
cio de exportecion é importacion de Cuba basado en 41 inclu- 
yendo centenares de indusirias menores, tales como los traba- 
jos agricolos y mecanicos, ks almacenes de depdsito, los 
muelles, lanchas, estivadores, comerciantes, banqueros, corre- 
dores, dependientes, propietarios de fincas, establecimientos 
de todas clases y tenedores de bonos de la deuda publica, es- 
tan todos hoy, de un modo directo pendientes del mercado de 
los Estados Unidos, por el 94 por ciento de su consumo y tan 
sélo del 6 por ciento del de otros paises ; de los cuales Espaiia 
consume la mayor parte; simplemente por la razon de que el 
azticar es la base econémica principal de todos estos intereses. 

‘‘Reconociendo este hecho de la dépendencia de Cuba de 
los Estados Unidos para la venta del 94 por ciento de su produc- 
cion total, juntado al temor de que tambien pueden. perder 
este uinico mercado por la competencia de otros paises pro- 
ductores de auticar los habitantes mds prominentes de Cuba 
piden con urgencia al Gobierno de Madrid la inmediata nego- 
ciacion de un tratado de comercio que coloque 4 la 'sla en 
relaciones mas arménicas con su mercado natural, los Estados 
Unidos.” | 

RAMON QO. WILLIAMS. 
Consul General. 


CONSULADO GENERAL DE LOS EsTapos UNIDOs. 
Habana, 28 de Diciembre de 1886. 
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